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INVASIVE SPECIES MAPPING PROJ

Looking for an interesting summer project for the

A where
you can make a green difference? Why not join the CGI
volunteers who are mapping invasive species along the Riy,
Carron? Over the next few months, CGl is pulling peopde

gether to map the growth of knotweed from its source aboye . .. . N
vehicle i tyres, stoves, trolleys, bikes, gas cans, large piecep

And from the river in Denny to th

family or your club or just you and a buddy

the Carron Reservoir to the last patch (around the Langlges
area). Usindgorms and maps CGI provides in cooperation with
Counci | &8s an@ ®landimgc&rEn

ronment Department, volunteers will be able to present a trge

picture of the immensity of the problem(Cont. on Page 4)
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W do Rusted Shopping Carts, 'F
Tyres and Fish Have in Common?

_Eﬁly healthier water...but it is also home to decades of fly tipp
y local angler will tell you the things they find and try to remo

industrial plastic and metal.

muddy banks bﬁ-.tweeﬁkinflats and Grangemouth 'Ofbwn’, the
G eam

al | too common. The visual b

tip of the iceberg;

Post industrial River Carron does thankfully have fish and incre

from the River Carron, in areas too remote and inaccessible to g€

S L
S|gﬁt ofsfarge rusted items and household rubbish is unfortunal

at

ng.

ely
lig

90% of the fly tipping lies beneath the water,

and those invisible parts (wire, broken glass, rusted metal, heavy metal coptami-

nants, etc.) are injuriodisa lurking danger to anglers, children, swimmers
wildlife.

Do Council Policies Cause Fly Tipping? What about all those obviousl

and

household items in the river and on the land? In a district which boasts 2 Recjcling

Centres and over 90 Local Recycling Points, not to mentiorten3refuse collec

tion system and free special uplift services, can it really be true, as many will tell

you, that people fly tip because of the rules and regulations at Roughmute?
LEAF NEWS says no; even if it were true that the regulations were problen

NEW
jatic,

that is still no excuse for fly tipping on public land for council taxes to deal with it,

private land for some poor farmer to deal with it, or in the river to contribute tp

flood, health, safety ano
habitat risk issues.
h d’;] ing.of_larger
o

As for
R %t duc-

iteafns,

was massively oversub
scribed, with 60,000 specia
uplift requests in one year
alone, showing low public
regard for recycling or waste
reduction  Falkirk Council
also continues to see fly
tipping of trade waste. Re-
cently the council received
SEPA funding to remove 40(
tyres from one such site.
Disposal facilities for trade| |
waste are readily availablefs

private service providers.

kirk

Trade waste fly tipping ii

(Cont. on pg 2) Photo by Lyn Bennet, F&
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need to ask our readers a favour for the environment.
you like what you read in these pages, please call 013
824843 or email communitygreeninitia-
tive@yahoo.co.uko subscribe to this FREE QUARTERLY 1
printed version funded by Falkirk Environment Trust (FET).
can send the full colour version by email attachment or webs|
ftAYyl @ ttSrasS KSfL /DL (2
Yy2aiGteée 3ANBSy o62ytAySoé
CGl will also continue to provide a limited printed edition to

those without Internet access, through libraries, one -stop
shops, etc.

0é

Rusted Shopping Carts cont from page 1

down to an illegal cost saving practice by unscrupulous COMRAnich

nies and individuals.

The
oYes, but i snot it t he
does already spend A3
removal and enforcement

be enough until communities take responsibility for cleaning R,

It
b4

Counci llbcase rdamdrs?are asking themselves,
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Balsam Bash & BBQ at Lionthorn
Community Woodland, 20th June

~ Dan Jack

Lionthorn Community Woodland Association is a voluntary

| group set up in 2005 with the aim to protect and conserve the
yewoods at Lionthorn, South Falkirk, by encouraging their re-

teSponsible use.

W RafdlapfréinBidly £0 fentbErb, WinSwerBershid beshg 2

H figd /afitl members are kept up to date with information on

our activities. We work in partnership with the landowner,

Callendar Estate and obtain financial support from a range of
organisations including FET. We were partners in a project to
provide a network of surfaced paths forming a range of circu-

lar walks from
20 minutes to
1.5

increased
use
woo?l

aR0 WA s
r&cfical dByY, social dbfvitids

Yanist Pe§ulaf p

M ddu

ctd

ents. This includes litter picks, bat walks, putting up bird

hal' 9

their attitudes about this issue wh.ich does.not go away. _’_\IE\/Moxes and generally keeping an eye on things. We usually
LEAF NEWS has also spoken with the River Carron bailiff fyqanise a couple of BBQs each year for people to meet and
this issue; the anglers are undaunted in their constant elffan 550 educational walks. Last year we received funding for a
leaflet that provided information on the local history and ecol-

efforts,, but can only go so far while fly tipping continues.

No Excuses.
for fly tippingi 09:0017.00 daily, including weekends.
hours will continue throughout the rebuild process.

Ker sefs h-020.00s363 day8 a yeéthe most exten-

sive hours in Scotland! If Roughmute is not the proper receiven n

of oneds i tems, KK is only

What to do? What is needed is a communityy-community

funding for clean ups, to do awareneasssing events.

The daily hours of Roughmute are not an excuse

K;hnisi ave also signed up to the Green Dog Walkers scheme to

ogy of the area, which we distributed to every resident.
copy is available on our websiteww.lionthorn.co.uk We

elp address dog fouling in the woods.

Saturday 20th June we

ar e
aBBO®omitnoutter griavmed foohhearolal Bnhmal a

A

C

that can (and has) rapidly spread along our wee burn. We are
) also organising a history tour by Geoff Bailey and lan Scott to
effort to clean up, to change attitudes, to report Dumb Dumpyaok at the industrial history in the area and a minibeast hunt
ers, to demand enforcement of the laws. Volunteer communi%r children. All these events are open to nonembers -

groups and community councils need to get involved, to segfhy not join us? - see our website for details

www.lionthorn.co.uk

o

Collectively, we need to stop looking the other way.

RESULTS OF 2009 KEEP SCOTLAND
BEAUTIFUL SPRING CLEAN

More than 57,639 people tod
Cleari 3,239 of those being in the Falkirk afe& times as
many as 2008! We all picked enough litter to fill 28,819 stand
wheelie bins. Falkirk Council and Central Scotland Police w
out on 12"May to enforce the message that dropping litter ig
crime. 66% of the Scottish public are aware that a fixed pen
notice (FPN) of £50 could be issued to those caught in the

yet few know of anyone who has been fined. The huge incrd
in volunteers, who donned yellow tabards and wielded lit
pickers, shows that people really do want to make a differe
to their favourite haunts -a

to their previous littered state.

DONBOT MI SS T

Worried about Climate Change?
Want to be part of the solution? Want
to know how your group can ACCESS FUNDING?

Sponsored by
Falkirk Counci
and CVS

A Climate Challenge Fund information session will be held
from 5.00pm & 8.30pm, Wednesday 24 " June in St Francis
Xavier Church Hall, Falkirk. The Scottish Go
Challenge Fund has approx £27 million available over the 3
20082011;community groups, schools and not for profit or-
ganisations are all eligible to apply. More
www.infoscotland.com/gogreener/303.html. Funders will be ther
talk to you! TO BOOK A PLACE, CONTACT BEFORE 17TH
JUNE! Emailfunding@falkirk.gov.uk Tel: 01324 506038/506065.
Kinds of projects that can be funded include community gard
energy audits, energy saving methods in community building
feasibility studies, educational resources for schodS.C!!!!!

info at httpl
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http://www.lionthorn.co.uk/
mailto:funding@falkirk.gov.uk

L Volume Il ~Issue 1 Summer 2009 NEW LEAF NEWS Page 3 J

SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT! Success stories

10 TONNES OF FLY TIPPING REMOVED FROM ON
MILE OF RIVER CARRON!

Community Green Initiative successfully procured £2875 from SEPA in March to clean
up the fly tipping in the River Carron along Dunipace and Denny. The group was able
to hire Aquaklenz to do the work from old Gala Park to Dale Bridge below Winchester
Industrial Estates. Additionally, Falkirk Council helped the effort by lending a dumpster
and by additionally removing old tyres dumped along Denovan Road.

ONext we willdl find funlding to help|clea
glass and litter along the same dieia conjunction with|
a massive litter clean up. There are parts of the job that are too treacherous for volunteers and Aquak-
lenz guys were fantastic in the work they did overdddy period, 6 says CG Chairman Mi|ck Mc
oPat Duffy of Afghe wds pretty chuffedsat tlisropparturgty te alean up an important
ecological area, so his company gave us a discount. We also could not have done this without serious
help from the FC Litter Strategy Team who cheered us through the application process and helped us
get an estimate on the job. Art Berg from|FET helped tpo, i
encourage other community groups to pursue similar efforts to ultimately clean up the whole 19.8§ miles

of the River Carron. With patience and perseverance, any constituted group can get the job@ne.

The Slamannan Angling and Protective Association had a

Vision for River Avon

In 1976 the upper River Avon was dug out and canalised, almost destroying natural habitats
for all species. SAPA was concerned about the degradation of the upper river and decided to
do something about it! Their idea was to reconstruct a more natural habitat for fish, including
boulders, pinch points, weirs and groynes. The project also covered improved habitat for insects

that the fish feed upon. This in turn creates a better habitat for bird life.

But it hasndt been easy, as interfering with
sions from both SEPA and Scottish Natural Heritage. Surveys for Otters, Badgers and Water Voles had to be conductednaneta co
hensive action plan to prevent pollution or damage to the river system had to be drawn up and approved. These obstaclesme
come by a combination of SAPAG6s hard work and the posipetddve ass
its First phase successfully, Is about to start the Second, and is raising funding for the Third phase. So far FET llas fuisidevo
phases with two grants of £12,000 and £31,000 respectivelylotal funding raised to date is £44,000Watch this space for future
developments! M

15th Juné 12th July 2009 Admission Free
Mon-Fri 10am8pm SaiSun 12prbpm

YOUNG ARTISTS RECEIVE HONOUR
As part of the Communities Along the Carron project, 300 pupi|s
from 8 primary schools near the River Carron entered a compg-
tition on the theme of the river. 25 of them were selected as
winners to participate in 5 workshops at Delta Studios in Larbefprth Valley and Lomond LEADER Local Action Group, 2R0T3
working with Scottish artist Craig McKechnie on a research aRdogramme.

art installation project about the Atlantic Salmon for the annuat
art show, dedicated to themes of the River Carron, 15th June
12th July. This project is being pdinanced by the Scottist
Government and the European CommunityFalkirk Council,

W Do you have a green success story to share? Deadline: 1st Augst 2009 for September issue.




