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photographers who have volunteered their work fg
the pages of New Leaf News in 2009. These gi
people manage to turn litter and fly tipping in
intriguing works of art! Thank you, Eddie McEle
for this tonguein-cheek reminder to our readers an(

ogreend volunteers to t m d
take a wee rest this h® !
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Friends of the Earth
Falkirk takes to the
streets to collect

people for world
leaders at UN climate

messages from local

We are planning to take with us a message from the people of
Falkirk and have been busy producing a banner containing all these
separate messages. We spent a successful day on Falkirk High
Street talking to people about our trip to Copenhagen and collecting
photos of people with their personal message to the world leaders.
We have also been out to visit local groups including the

talks: In early December, Hallglen Youth and Environment Group who spent a whole evening
governments from around creating their wonderful messages to add to our ~ banner. We are
the world will be meeting in NOW putting the final touches to our banner before making the long
Copenhagen, Denmark tofrek by train and coach to Copenhagen. If you want to see our

discuss efforts to tackle global warmirEhe 12day UN meeting will Panner before it sets off for Copenhagen, we will also be taking it to
establish a successor to the Kyoto protocol, with the aim of preventifg! @S gow on Saturday 5 December e
global warming.Time is running out for us to stop global CO2 leveldnnual climate change margtyou would be more than welcome to

rising and the outcome of this meeting will be crucial to whether w@in us there. Seevww.the-wave.org.uk/

can halt climate

change before i OFF TO COPEN HAGEN' We will be reporting bach

runs out of control.
We need to put

pressure on governments to find fair solutions to the climate crisis. V@an follow us on Twitter.
believe that rich industrialised nations which have historically emitted )
the most greenhouse gases must agree to urgent and dramatic cuts in ~ ~ Caorrie Cuthbertsg
their emissions right NOW. We also want to see these cuts Friends of the Earth Falk
being made domestically and not just offset overseas and for the
developed world to commit to helping the poorer nations cope

with the consequences of climate change which they are

experiencing right now.

Members of Friends of the Earth Falkirk will be travelling to Copen-
hagen to be part of a human flood of people from all over Europe,

scotlandfor more information.

e

on our trip in the next issue bu
if you canot

lending their voice to the gathering of people outside the conferenctOM MUNITIES

CllIr. John McNally

Ward 3:  Denny & Banknock

Scottish National Party

Mondays 6-7 pm
Heritage Rooms ~13 Milton Row ~ Dunipa|

1st Tuesday every Month 5.30 -6pm
Fankerton Hal

Fridays during school terms 5.30 -6pm
Nethermains Primary Scho

email: john.mcnally@falkirk.gov.uk

House visits

arranged.

01324 506282

Surgery Hours

ALONG THE CARRON
From Aspirations to Action =3

Following a 9 month consultation with 16 communities along the
River CarronCommunities Along the Carron (a project funded by
LEADER and the council, speareheaded by Community Planning
Partnership and C&M Community Consultants), a 2009 Green Map

‘and Report were published. A Celebration event was held on 22nd

September at the Falkirk Town Hall; over 300 guests networked with
various green and funding agenci e

héistened to speakers, writers, po

DI

history and ecological value. Much excitement was generated. Since
then a steering committee of community volunteers has met regularly,
discussing organisational structure to draft a constitution.

I n November Fal ki rk Council 6s Cc
prestigious FC Celebrating Success Award for the Communities Along
the Carron project, in the catego

In January 2010, CAC: From Aspirations to Action (also LEADER and
council funded) will feature promotional events, public forums on
water issues, research walks, etc and an updated report by September
while the community group gets on its feet. Litter was identified as a
major issue in the consultations; a major clean up campaign along the
19.8 miles of River Carron pathways will therefore be the focus of
Fal kirkds April KSB Spring Cl ean

...TO ACTIONTro get involved in this exciting grassroots
project, email cmcc.christine@blueyonder.co.uk or call
Michelle at 01324 824843We are particularly interested in
hearing from groups, schools and businesses who wish to help
organise litter events for April, along their section of the river. Free
CAC Green Maps are available at one stop shoppes and libraries
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SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT! Success stories

JUPITER CENTRE A STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

Jupiter Centre  began
T in 1991 as a joint
; project between

-
' !I'a-

Scottish Wildlife Trust
and the chemical giant
ICl. The aim was to
|| transform a piece of
derelict land owned at
the time by ICI into
+ |[nScotl and6s
dwi I dlife

site was railway sidings
in the 1960s and later became the yards of a DIY warehouse
in the 1980s.

~ -i X

Over the last 18 years a huge amount of habitat creation

work has taken place i with a surprising diversity of habitats

crammed into Jupiterdés 4 hec
wetlands, woodlands, grasslands and demonstration wildlife

gardens. For being so urban this supports an amazing

diversity of species. Over 360 species of plant and over 50

species of bird have been recorded. It is probably one of the

best examples of the reclamation of industrial land for wildlife

conservation in Scotland.

The reserve was closed to the public in 2005 and 2006 due
to a lack of on site staff. Since re-opening in 2006 Jupiter has
been going from strength to strength. There has been a huge
amount of re-development work to improve both the
infrastructure for visitors and the quality of the habitats. This
will be continuing over the next 8 months thanks to a grant
from Falkirk Environment Trust.

Jupiter Urban Wildlife Centre: WINTER EVENTS
LIMITED PLACES FOR ALL EVENTS: BOOK TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT!

The annual Jupiter Mid - Winter Lantern Parade.  Sunday
13th December 1.00 i 5.00pm 3rd annual Mid Winter Lantern
Procession, better than ever before! Construct wonderful willow
& tissue paper lanterns to celebrate mid winter. Finish with a
walk in the woods, lit by your new creation. Please bring a torch.

Bird Watching at Kinneil Kerse Saturday 16th January
2010, 10.30am - 12.30noon Visit Scottish Wildlife Trust hide
at Kinneil Kerse ~ birds feeding on the mud flats. Please bring
binoculars + we have plenty to share. Note that this event does
not take place at Jupiter Urban Wildlife Centre

Wear stout footwear and dress for the weather. All children under 16

must be accompanied by an adultFor more information please contact

the Jupiter Ranger Stephen Owen on 01324 486475
or email jupiterranger@swt.org.uk.

we welcome donations, suggested rate is £2 per person.

Please note, these are not drop in activities. To make the most of the segsion
please arrive at the beginning. All our events are free! As SWT is a charity,

A wide variety of different groups use Jupiter for
formal and informal and informal environmental
education. In particular the school education
program has really taken off again. The reserve is
an ideal location for children to get some of their
first experiences of nature and wildlife.

Jupiter is open to the public Monday to Friday 10
am 1 5pm. There are plenty of fun self led
activities for families. The reserve is also open
some weekends for frequent special events.
These are often popular and have covered all
kinds of fun topics, such as animal tracks and
signs, weaving living willow, natural art and
bushcraft skills.

Scottish wildlife Trust entered into a partnership at
Jupiter in 2006 with BTCV Scotland who now run
the famous Jupiter wildflower nursery. BTCV also
run a Green Gym on site. For more info on
Jupiter (including events, education programs and
volunteering) please contact Stephen Owen,
Scottish Wildlife Trust Jupiter Ranger on 01324
486 475 or jupiterranger@swt.org.uk IE

nds

w Do you have a green success story to share? Deadline: 15th February for Spring issue.
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R BEING
GREEN

g A World Out of
! Balance...

One thi

munity

NEW LEAF NEWS
John Mui r
& NOT EASY peopled6? Is

|

des cr i-dhaken,
this a manic

ng | do know: i tds

property.

On holiday in the Highlands, we stop on a Saturday afternd
to take pictures of a new local primary school. Admiring th
architecture, 1 walk right up to the environmental art near th
front entrance - a log on which are perched various lifesiz
replicas of wildlife, obviously carved by a gifted artist.

of life th

ko.yaa.nis.katsi (from the Hopi language),
n. 1. crazy life. 2. life in turmoil. 3. life dis-
integrating. 4. life out of balance. 5. a state

at calls for another way of living.

| comment, getting back in the car, that one would not &
able to come so close to such a school off hours in the Fall
area; it would necessarily be fenced in and protected aga|
vandalism and the artwork would be at risk. He notes that
is this way in all cultures...the further out into a rural area, tf
fewer the people, the less the need for barbed wire defence|
aesthetic expression.

Yet, urban areas, the world over, suffer from breakage, thd
dismantling, graffiti. We ponder as we drive through th
autumn leaves, what is it about humanity that, the grea

‘Birds sing faster in the cities
compared to forests.
'he forest birds sing low

and they sing slow."

fi Hang SlabbekoognLeiden University Belgium

the numbers into which it gathers and dwells, the less t|
general regard for its surroundings, the more the instinct
some to destroy? Is it some weird survival mechanism?j
response to the stress of living in large numbers? Are we,

BAINSFORD BURN POLLUTION

GETS ATTENTION

Movement has begun on the pollution problem at the Bainsford BU
which was sited in 2006 by SEPA for oil and silt contamination. In Octo

alyRFfIl a[AGGEStAYS
Mdse approved http://womandalas.blogspot.com/
Der,

Clir David Alexandercalled a multi agency meeting at Abbotsford Hous
discuss the situation. A way forward has been agreed. Falkirk Environ

Trust will assist The Carron Connect Partnership (TCCP) in seeki

funding from SEPA for a feasibility study. The study will outline the v
needed and will be completed shortly. TCCP will then apply to FET

other funders to fund the rehabilitation of the waterway.

This will have a direct impact on the quality of life both in the Burn and
River Carron, so is of great interest in connection with the ongo
Communities Along the Carron project. At this stage it is difficult to pu
time line on the Bainsford Burn project but 1 to 2 years would se
realistic, depending on how much work needs to be done and how

funding is required.

TCCP is a volunteer conservation group located in Bainsford which

recently received Awards for All funding for office equipment and sd
consultation work. They have opened a new office at 2 Mungal P|
Bainsford FK2 7RP. They are currently exploring a greener garden pr
which aims to improve the garden aid currently provided by Falkirk Col
by engaging with residents on better use of their personal green space
more info contact Alex Russell at01324 623399, emall

g

[L0)
risamplementary Therapies

ing
S Aromaway
aIrhderapeutic Massage ~Aromatherapy

tI'\1/Iassage in Schools Programme
e
rgeiki ~(traditional & facial) ~Reflexology

L 3 ndian Head
bm

uch

me
ace,
Dject
ncil
For

'RACY MCNEIL

01324 825578

russellalex25@yahoo.co.uk

ovetivilized e d ,

resp

pretend to have an answer but can only offer my frustrated visual
koyaaniskatspeculation below.)

not
boredom can lead to restlessness but not necessarily to rage.
And | do see rage in this kind of relentless destruction of com-
~ MibHrelie MaCalumt Elitor s

C

b | € I ¢
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They involved the
local community in
their effort to help an
endangered species..

Dear Farmer, . . .We have made lots of nestd
boxes. . .could you take 5 boxes to hang arou
farm?. . .We would be grateful if we could co
see them in spring. . .We think your farm is a
fantastic place for tree sparrows to live. . .
Yours sincerely, Bothkennar PS, P6 & P7

Y

ol have seen some t
where our bird boxes are, | think our
nesting boxes Aliteed

Got a school green project? Contact the editor!

| t 6s

Helix Trust chief executive, Colin Armstrong, said:
0These are exciting times
The Helix. The vital months spent refining our
canal options have delivered an even better
outcome than originally envisaged. We will now
be moving full steam ahead to obtain the
necessary planning permissions. We look forward
to engaging with the local community over the
coming months as we build towards initial works

in the first hal f of 2010.

As well as the Kelpies and improved canal links,
phase one of the development will offer the
communities of Falkirk and Grangemouth a central

park with a lagoon; paths and cycle networks
connecting local neighbourhoods; new woodland

areas and public artworks. Work is due to be
completed in 2013. The £45 million project is

al | starting t o heagpriynebyna pagnguship bf Ralgrk Cédraill |
British Waterways Scotland and Central Scotland

With plans to create a 30Mectare community greenspace betweefrorest Trust through the Helix Trust. The
Falkirk and Grangemouth rapidly take shape, the project hggject has been awarded a £25 million grant from

embarked on a
O6Hel i x

late November.

fresh round of public consultation. A very energisg@e Big Lottery Fund as part of its Living
is Happeningd public evi@dihaks PRdfamié, Ril€ sighfiicarft uhding V-
Members of the public were given the chance ¥hd land has also been committed by Falkirk

view the latest masterplan and register their comments. Council and British Waterways Scotland.

The project recently announced plans to create an even be How to Get Involved? The Helix Trust will be
setting for the unique Kelpie heads as part of its proposed ca working closely with local communities to

redevelopment.

Subject to the necessary approvals, the Helix encourage people from all walks of life to play an

install a fuength canal extension from the existing Forth & Cly active role in the creation, development and

canal down to

a new Sea Lock on the River Carron. The cz future running of the project. There will be plenty

extension will see the creation of a new tunnel which will take 1o f ways in which to get |
canal and its towpath under the M9 and intcspecially constructec joining a design reference group or taking part in

lock and basinvhere the Kelpies will be positioned.One of the 'environmental and healthy lifestyle programmes.
Kelpies will move to displace the water required to operate the ca For further information on all volunteering

lock. Both Kelpies will face in a soutfasterly direction, showin¢ opportunities, email: helixcommunity@falkirk.gov.uk

them off to their best advantage and also making them easie o telephone: 01324 590718. m

access on foot.
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Free notice board i February 15th deadline for Spring issue. All
ka communltles in Falkirk area welcome First come first serve!

i af'fect you & your community. To flnd out more about L
| learning opportunities in your area phone Anne uﬁf&
| on 01324 504260, Denny Community Education Centre ¥

A B ST VAT,

,,1 Appllcatlon deadlin®1/01/10;

"l

Ky T Appllcatlon detalls

Community Health

R

— ‘5&,{2 Judging of sitésApril & May 2010.

Partnership Meetings ifi*}
your area! Denny/
Bonnybridge and
Larbert/Stenhousemuir:
| Info on dates/times:
| david.cairns@nhs.net |5

R e, T

—

b

;3 Fnends of CaGl New Leaf

namic new webS|te fof®
Y :‘ News & user groups of

Heritage Rooms
13 Milton Row, Dunipace, stop b f'
{ for a wee Christmas celebration

# 17th Dec. 810pm.

-‘
|
A
o
]
-‘_.?!

d
9
web space for environ- ]
mental f
groups ~|
publish
your
cause ~ discuss &
collaborate w/ supporters
Greenvoice.com
walks their talk!

g e T

something for the festive table!
1| For more info:

i '."!;‘. LR
Ji‘féif?'f,
CFSLA Payroll Lottery
(Clackmannanshire, Falkirk & Stirling Local Authorities) Pa

dwt’? X

times annually to decide on applications received. Approxim
| £8000 is disbursed annually to local community groups
.| charities, mainly to buy equipment. We also support

-l( fundraising efforts of our members in each council, police, Fi
4| Assessors services. More information will shortly be avail
| from our new website. For application forms and guideli

Russell. Taylor@centralscotland -vjb.gov.uk
P o i Y e e i WY e e W

NEW LEAF NEWS DEADLINE:
Issue: We welcome volunteer writers, photographers,
artists & interviewers. (We have a list of possible
assignments and welcome YOUR ideas!) We also welcome

advertisers (See Page 20)
communitygreeninitiative @yahoo.co.uk

N C A

G at g

s b

At
E
i
[
A

EAC B

s

>

4 Potluck snack buffet, bring a little i
| = School. Student led, covers a wide range of activities

i communitygreeninitiative@yahoo co. i :

Lottery can be made at anytime. The committee meets 4 ¢ ,«;,"

15th February f or Spring |

FRIENDS CALLENDAR PARK COMMITTEE has for

| With a grant from FC, aspirations are to assist in improve-
-+| ments to Callendar Park by highlighting where work wouldf#

| best be done to improve facilities and environmehtew g
members welcome. Contact Dan Mailer at

{| eastburn94@yahoo.co.uk

WASP Local Herltage Group meets once a month
on a Friday afternoon between 2 -4 pm at Denny High

including walks, guest speakers and various projects.
If you are interested, phone the WASP office on 01324

. 822895.

TNl s FNAUS B Wt

i T e R e T e O N e R TS S N

DECEMBER: BTCV FIRST AID
TRAINING

Health & Safety Executive First Aid at Work:

14 December i 16 December (3 days)
9.00-4.30 (sit assessment 4th day)
@ BTCV, Balallan House, Stirling

Certified theoretical & practical course.
Certificate and First Aid Manual. No
experience necessary. £178 (or £89 for
Scotland Associated Groups)

CONTACT: ScotlandTraining@btcv.org.u &
01786 479697 :
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Falkirk ' 1L you are a cqmmunity group of any kind operating in thie
/| [ Falkirk Council Area, and have an idea for an environmental
EnVimnment 1 | project, please contact Arthur Berg on 01324 504816
Trust ' ||info@fet.org.uk www.fet.org.uk
Slamannan Ang“ng and Protective Back to project, license from SEPA has arrived for phase 3 and
.. ] funding in place so weather permitting we can carry it out this
Association Habitat Improvement year. Unfortunately the weather was very wet but we still had

would change. The weather did clear up and we had to
approach the Forth District Salmon Fishery Board for
2009 has been permission to work until the end of September, this has been
ja very busy granted so a big thanks to Patrick Fothringham for his support.
year for our 16/09/09 River has dropped to a good level which enabled
project  with s to do electro fish. The ground is still too wet for machinery
funding S€- to travel on it.
¥ cured, Phase 2 21/09/09  Ground has dried sufficiently to allow work to
| funded by FET pegin, mad rush now on and after a few hectic days we are
i through Landfill 5imost finished.
Community 24/09/09 60 tonnes of mixed gravel arrives for gravel beds.
Fund and Forth 3 gravel bed sites have been selected and pegged out, these
_ Fishery ~ Trust. naq all been planned beforehand. Gravel beds in, all we can do
Phase 3 funded by FET Landfill Community Fund and SEP@ajt and see if we get any residents in them (trout, salmon
Restoration Fund. and invertebrates). The only thing left to do is fence the
Some noteson ariparian pr oj ect é unfenced area and this is being attended to.

A big thanks to all those who helped make this project
ar%appen, as the list of names would be too long to menti
~ George Mackintosh, Secretary S

River Avon: An Update from SAPA the boulders delivered to Dyke Farm hoping that the weather

Py

15/06/09 Work begins on phase 2, placing boulders
each of the pegs, this takes approximately 3 days.
23/06/09 Long boom 17 meter track machine arrives
on site, work begins and progresses quickly once the teant
get into the swing of things. Stone work should finish bHOW

the end of the week.

06/07/09 Work begins fencing off unfenced area, | adbout a
happy as the fence is a good distance back from the rivg,anta
leaving a good wildlife corridor once it reegetates. |

would advise any small group looking for funding to aRruise?

Art Berg of FET for advice. Our area in Falkirk has a great

deal of funding opportunities from Falkirk Council and thghe  Seagu
CVS, all of these people are more than willing to help with st provides
a good project.

free canal cruig
ing for those
with special needs, families and anyone who likes getting out

on the water for soothing ocal
always looking for more folks to join the 120+ volunteers in

the Falkirk District, running about 4200 local cruises annually.

They provide full training for volunteers, including Royal
Yachting Association qualifications. Wheelchair friendly,
volunteers can be young or old and may also have disabilities.
Falkirk has 3 boats now, two are for free day trips and one is

a 6-berth holiday boat with a daily management fee.

During December the group provides Santa Cruises, taking
children from the Falkirk Wheel to a specially created grotto
where the young ones can meet Santa and get a present. In
2008 over 200 children took the cruise which has been going
Call SEAGULL TRUST to volunteer, book a cruise now for 3 years.

or schedule a Santa Cruise: 01324 623 868. IE
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LANDSCAPES AND FACES:

If he were not, he would not have the perception and ski, art

The Geology of

a Natural Resource
by Michelle McCallum

Craig McKechnie he is :_il_so _bringing to Iife a vision/dream he _has had_of
is so passionately mummlflcauon of an anmenft salmon as an expnct species,

, .7 discovered by humans who live on a future version of planet
preoccupied as AMiStic ¢ 5r th i n which they dondt eve
Director of Delta Art working with representational fragments of human form,
Studios (Lochland Estate,skeletal fish shapes, wordsart-form and other enigmatic

Larbert), providing a natural forms lashed together.

resource o s_cores of This brief visit to his studio gives a glimpse into a body of
talented - creative  souls i \which is stunning and thought provoking, layers of
(adult and child artistsj nt rj guing textures and boxes
and audience) who really Most of the room is covered over in sheets of white

need wha't hpapefrferrddm only given gl i mps:
that one almost forgets pages there... If all of this sounds rather metaphoric and
that he is himself aProvocative, it is because Mc

significant Scottish artist, Visual kind of poetry.

of the secret behind Mc K

to  envision and put together such a venue. The artislye 15 for 6 years he spent several weeks a year at a monas-
who can create a body of work that really speaks to peoplgry in northern Scotland, escaping from Glasgow life and

and yet has also successfully administéradd ministered
tofl a 12,000 sq foot gathering of artists for the past Siiscipline.
years in Larbert is a powerful natural resource.

studying under an artist monk who instilled in him total
For example, if Craig showed up at 6.05
instead of 6.00am, he was not allowed access to the art

In a rare visit into the inner sanctuimthe wee studio

studio for the rest of the day. His work was critiqued

ofairly but with n

down the long corridor where he takes time for his
own art (as he has done every day from agé

teacher and McKechnie spent

McKechnie shows me elements in progress for a pne
man show he is putting together for 2010.

McKechnie explores a theme over time, in variqus
forms, perspectives and scale. He likes to experinjent
with a wide range of materials, often recycling surfgces

and textures (rubber, veneer, plastic) that are
unexpected working both with manmade and natural

0f ounddéd material s (ol feel I am protecting wee bj ts
nature. 6) . Hi s current exploration is a specul at|li on
destruction, evolution and pregservation, working wilth 0
as |l andscaped6 and t he humah being (psyche and Ppkin)

conduit for that which intrudes, that which emerges if not
repressed. Through a series of three dimensional pieces,




