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Seeing the world through their eyes...

A special thanks to our ever increasing group of
photographers who have volunteered their work for
the pages of New Leaf News in 2009. These gifted
people manage to turn litter and fly tipping into
intriguing works of art! Thank you, Eddie McEleney
for this tongue-in-cheek reminder to our readers and
“green” volunteers to take a seat, put your feet up and
take a wee rest this holiday season, you’ve earned it!
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Friends of the Earth
Falkirk takes to the

leaders at UN climate
talks:  In early December,
governments from around
the world will be meeting in
Copenhagen, Denmark to
discuss efforts to tackle global warming. The 12-day UN meeting will
establish a successor to the Kyoto protocol, with the aim of preventing
global warming. Time is running out for us to stop global CO2 levels
rising and the outcome of this meeting will be crucial to whether we
can  halt  climate
change before it
runs out of control.

We need to put
pressure on governments to find fair solutions to the climate crisis. We
believe that rich industrialised nations which have historically emitted
the most greenhouse gases must agree to urgent and dramatic cuts in
their emissions right NOW. We also want to see these cuts
being made domestically and not just offset overseas and for the
developed world to commit to helping the poorer nations cope
with the consequences of climate change which they are
experiencing right now.

Members of Friends of the Earth Falkirk will be travelling to Copen-
hagen to be part of a human flood of people from all over Europe,
lending their voice to the gathering of people outside the conference.

Clir. John McNally

Ward 3:  Denny & Banknock

Scottish National Party

Surgery Hours

Mondays 6-7 pm
Heritage Rooms ~|3 Milton Row ~ Dunipace

Ist Tuesday every Month 5.30-6pm
Fankerton Hall

Fridays during school terms 5.30-6pm
Nethermains Primary School

email: john.mcnally@falkirk.gov.uk

House visits

arranged.

streets to collect
messages from local
people for world

OFF TO COPENHAGEN!

We are planning to take with us a message from the people of
Falkirk and have been busy producing a banner containing all these
separate messages. We spent a successful day on Falkirk High
Street talking to people about our trip to Copenhagen and collecting
photos of people with their personal message to the world leaders.

We have also been out to visit local groups including the
Hallglen Youth and Environment Group who spent a whole evening
creating their wonderful messages to add to our  banner. We are
now putting the final touches to our banner before making the long
trek by train and coach to Copenhagen. If you want to see our
banner before it sets off for Copenhagen, we will also be taking it to
Glasgow on Saturday 5 December as part of Stop Climate Chaos’
annual climate change march — you would be more than welcome to
join us there. See www.the-wave.org.uk/
scotland for more information.

We will be reporting back
on our trip in the next issue but
if you can’t wait until then, you
can follow us on Twitter.

~ Corrie Cuthbertson
Friends of the Earth Falkirk

COMMUNITIES
ALONG THE CARRON:

From Aspirations to Action

Following a 9 month consultation with |6 communities along the

River Carron-Communities Along the Carron (a project funded by
LEADER and the council, speareheaded by Community Planning
Partnership and C&M Community Consultants), a 2009 Green Map
and Report were published. A Celebration event was held on 22nd
September at the Falkirk Town Hall; over 300 guests networked with
various green and funding agencies, viewed the DVD “Connecting”,
listened to speakers, writers, poets and musicians praising the river’s
history and ecological value. Much excitement was generated. Since
then a steering committee of community volunteers has met regularly,
discussing organisational structure to draft a constitution.

In November Falkirk Council’s Community Services won the
prestigious FC Celebrating Success Award for the Communities Along
the Carron project, in the category of “Community Involvement”.

In January 2010, CAC: From Aspirations to Action (also LEADER and
council funded) will feature promotional events, public forums on
water issues, research walks, etc and an updated report by September
while the community group gets on its feet. Litter was identified as a
major issue in the consultations; a major clean up campaign along the
19.8 miles of River Carron pathways will therefore be the focus of
Falkirk’s April KSB Spring Clean in 2010.

01324 506282

...TO ACTION! To get involved in this exciting grassroots
project, email cmcc.christine@blueyonder.co.uk or call
Michelle at 01324 824843. We are particularly interested in
hearing from groups, schools and businesses who wish to help
organise litter events for April, along their section of the river. Free
CAC Green Maps are available at one stop shoppes and libraries.
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SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT! Success stories

Jupiter Centre  began
g in 1991 as a joint
; project between

' !I'a-

Scottish Wildlife Trust
and the chemical giant
ICl. The aim was to
|| transform a piece of
derelict land owned at
the time by ICI into
+ |[nScotl and6s
dwi I dlife

site was railway sidings
in the 1960s and later became the yards of a DIY warehouse
in the 1980s.

~ -i X

Over the last 18 years a huge amount of habitat creation

work has taken place i with a surprising diversity of habitats

crammed into Jupiterdés 4 hec
wetlands, woodlands, grasslands and demonstration wildlife

gardens. For being so urban this supports an amazing

diversity of species. Over 360 species of plant and over 50

species of bird have been recorded. It is probably one of the

best examples of the reclamation of industrial land for wildlife

conservation in Scotland.

The reserve was closed to the public in 2005 and 2006 due
to a lack of on site staff. Since re-opening in 2006 Jupiter has
been going from strength to strength. There has been a huge
amount of re-development work to improve both the
infrastructure for visitors and the quality of the habitats. This
will be continuing over the next 8 months thanks to a grant
from Falkirk Environment Trust.

Jupiter Urban Wildlife Centre: WINTER EVENTS
LIMITED PLACES FOR ALL EVENTS: BOOK TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT!

The annual Jupiter Mid - Winter Lantern Parade.  Sunday
13th December 1.00 i 5.00pm 3rd annual Mid Winter Lantern
Procession, better than ever before! Construct wonderful willow
& tissue paper lanterns to celebrate mid winter. Finish with a
walk in the woods, lit by your new creation. Please bring a torch.

Bird Watching at Kinneil Kerse Saturday 16th January
2010, 10.30am - 12.30noon Visit Scottish Wildlife Trust hide
at Kinneil Kerse ~ birds feeding on the mud flats. Please bring
binoculars + we have plenty to share. Note that this event does
not take place at Jupiter Urban Wildlife Centre

Wear stout footwear and dress for the weather. All children under 16
must be accompanied by an adult.  For more information please contact
the Jupiter Ranger Stephen Owen on 01324 486475

or email jupiterranger@swt.org.uk.

Please note, these are not drop in activities. To make the most of the session
please arrive at the beginning. All our events are free! As SWT is a charity,
we welcome donations, suggested rate is £2 per person.

B

faes

e
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A wide variety of different groups use Jupiter for
formal and informal and informal environmental
education. In particular the school education
program has really taken off again. The reserve is
an ideal location for children to get some of their
first experiences of nature and wildlife.

Jupiter is open to the public Monday to Friday 10
am 1 5pm. There are plenty of fun self led
activities for families. The reserve is also open
some weekends for frequent special events.
These are often popular and have covered all
kinds of fun topics, such as animal tracks and
signs, weaving living willow, natural art and
bushcraft skills.

Scottish wildlife Trust entered into a partnership at
Jupiter in 2006 with BTCV Scotland who now run
the famous Jupiter wildflower nursery. BTCV also
run a Green Gym on site. For more info on
Jupiter (including events, education programs and
volunteering) please contact Stephen Owen,
Scottish Wildlife Trust Jupiter Ranger on 01324
486 475 or jupiterranger@swt.org.uk IE

nds

w Do-yow have o greexv success story to-shawe? Deadline: 15th Februawy for Spring issie:
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John  Muir

g A World Out of

On holiday in the Highlands, we stop on a Saturday afternoon ko.yaa.nis.katsi (from the Hopi language),
to take pictures of a new local primary school. Admiring the n. 1. crazy life. 2. life in turmoil. 3. life dis-

architecture, | walk right up to the environmental art near the integrating. 4. life out of balance. 5. a state
of life that calls for another way of living.

front entrance - a log on which are perched various lifesize
replicas of wildlife, obviously carved by a gifted artist.

| comment, getting back in the car, that one would not be
able to come so close to such a school off hours in the Falkirk
area; it would necessarily be fenced in and protected against
vandalism and the artwork would be at risk. He notes that it
is this way in all cultures...the further out into a rural area, the
fewer the people, the less the need for barbed wire defence of
aesthetic expression.

Yet, urban areas, the world over, suffer from breakage, theft,
dismantling, graffiti. Ve ponder as we drive through the
autumn leaves, what is it about humanity that, the greater

"Birds sing faster in the cities
compared to forests.
The forest birds sing low
and they sing slow."

—Hang Slabbekoorn, Leiden University Belgium

the numbers into which it gathers and dwells, the less the
general regard for its surroundings, the more the instinct in
some to destroy! Is it some weird survival mechanism? A
response to the stress of living in large numbers?  Are we, as

BAINSFORD BURN POLLUTION

GETSATTENTION

Movement has begun on the pollution problem at the Bainsford Burn,
which was sited in 2006 by SEPA for oil and silt contamination. In October,
CliIr David Alexander called a multi agency meeting at Abbotsford House to
discuss the situation. A way forward has been agreed. Falkirk Environment
Trust will assist The Carron Connect Partnership (TCCP) in seeking
funding from SEPA for a feasibility study. The study will outline the work
needed and will be completed shortly. TCCP will then apply to FET and

other funders to fund the rehabilitation of the waterway.

This will have a direct impact on the quality of life both in the Burn and the
River Carron, so is of great interest in connection with the ongoing
Communities Along the Carron project. At this stage it is difficult to put a
time line on the Bainsford Burn project but | to 2 years would seem
realistic, depending on how much work needs to be done and how much

funding is required.

TCCP is a volunteer conservation group located in Bainsford which
recently received Awards for All funding for office equipment and some
consultation work. They have opened a new office at 2 Mungal Place,
Bainsford FK2 7RP. They are currently exploring a greener garden project
which aims to improve the garden aid currently provided by Falkirk Council
by engaging with residents on better use of their personal green space. For
more info contact Alex Russell at 01324 623399, email at

russellalex25@yahoo.co.uk.

— described, “tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized
5 NOT E_ASY people”? Is this a manic response to high frequencies? (I don’t
pretend to have an answer but can only offer my frustrated visual

- BE]NG koyaaniskatsi speculation below.)

GREEN One thing | do know: it’s not just about boredom as some say;
boredom can lead to restlessness but not necessarily to rage.
And | do see rage in this kind of relentless destruction of com-

g Balance... munity property. What's this about?  ~ Michelle McCallum, Editor

alyRFfIl a[AGGEStAYS
Use approved http://womandalas.blogspot.com/

Complcmcntarg Tl—»crapics

]:)3 Aromaway

Thcrapeutic Massage ~Aromatherapy
Massage in Schools Programme

Reiki ~(traditional & facial) ~Reflexology
~Indian [Head

TRACYMCNEIL o1324825578
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They involved the

local community in
their effort to help an
endangered species...

Dear Farmer, . . .We have made lots of nesting
boxes. . .could you take 5 boxes to hang around your
farm?. . .We would be grateful if we could come and
see them in spring. . .We think your farm is a
fantastic place for tree sparrows to live. . .

Yours sincerely, Bothkennar PS, P6 & P7

“I have seeh some tree sparrows hear
where our bird boxes are, I think our

nesting boxes are working.” Alice, P6

It’s all starting to happen on the Helix!

With plans to create a 300-hectare community greenspace between
Falkirk and Grangemouth rapidly take shape, the project has
embarked on a fresh round of public consultation. A very energised
‘Helix is Happening’ public event took place at Forth Valley College in
late November. Members of the public were given the chance to

view the latest masterplan and register their comments.

The project recently announced plans to create an even better
setting for the unique Kelpie heads as part of its proposed canal
redevelopment. Subject to the necessary approvals, the Helix will
install a full-length canal extension from the existing Forth & Clyde
canal down to a new Sea Lock on the River Carron. The canal
extension will see the creation of a new tunnel which will take the
canal and its towpath under the M9 and into a specially constructed
lock and basin where the Kelpies will be positioned. One of the
Kelpies will move to displace the water required to operate the canal
lock. Both Kelpies will face in a south-easterly direction, showing
them off to their best advantage and also making them easier to

access on foot.

Got a school green project? Contact the editor!

Helix Trust chief executive, Colin Armstrong, said:
“These are exciting times for everyone involved in
The Helix. The vital months spent refining our
canal options have delivered an even better
outcome than originally envisaged. We will now
be moving full steam ahead to obtain the
necessary planning permissions. We look forward
to engaging with the local community over the
coming months as we build towards initial works

in the first half of 2010.”

As well as the Kelpies and improved canal links,
phase one of the development will offer the
communities of Falkirk and Grangemouth a central
park with a lagoon; paths and cycle networks
connecting local neighbourhoods; new woodland
areas and public artworks. Work is due to be
completed in 2013. The £45 million project is
being driven by a partnership of Falkirk Council,
British Waterways Scotland and Central Scotland
Forest Trust through the Helix Trust. The
project has been awarded a £25 million grant from
The Big Lottery Fund as part of its Living
Landmarks Programme, while significant funding
and land has also been committed by Falkirk

Council and British Waterways Scotland.

How to Get Involved? The Helix Trust will be
working closely with local communities to
encourage people from all walks of life to play an
active role in the creation, development and
future running of the project. There will be plenty
of ways in which to get involved, whether it’s
joining a design reference group or taking part in
environmental and healthy lifestyle programmes.
For further information on all volunteering
opportunities, email: helixcommunity@falkirk.gov.uk
or telephone: 01324 590718. IE
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"% Free notice board—February 15th deadline for Spring issue. All
< communities in Falkirk area welcome. First come first serve!

affect you & your community. To find out more about
learning opportunities in your area phone Anne Campbell

;Fﬁ Green Flag Award: Now open for applications

? from Scotland. If your organisation is interested in
applying (now or in the future), contact Paul Todd,

T

LN i)
B R,

"| Award Scheme Manager:
paul.todd@keepbritaintidy.org

| Application round opened 02-11-09;

’f;i_ Application deadline-01/01/10;

*z Judging of sites—April & May 2010.
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Community Health pplication details: §
Partnership Meetingsin il -~ |
your area!p Denny/g g" AR f%;‘Va{@E&?%;‘V»{%&?%;

Bonnybridge and g s 1% ’4@?{; : )ﬁi%’) .
Larbert/Stenhousemuir [ ) et 5 i“ = i:{ ?’4&
g Info on dates/times: . : R

| david.cairns@nhs.net
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1| FRIENDS OF CALLENDAR PARK COMMITTEE has formed!
| With a grant from FC, aspirations are to assist in improve-
5{}, ments to Callendar Park by highlighting where work would
best be done to improve facilities and environment. New

&

%] members welcome. Contact Dan Mailer at

s RO A P M S T M AR AT

Greenvoice.com:a |

&

[

)| News & user groups of

Heritage Rooms

I3 Milton Row, Dunipace, stop by
for a wee Christmas celebration
17th Dec. 8-10pm.

Potluck snack buffet, bring a little
something for the festive table!
For more info:

dynamic new website for
green campaigning ~ free

K
o
A
o
i
#

e,

web space for environ-

ey Y| eastburn94@yahoo.co.uk

AT

groups ~ f:
publish
your
cause ~ discuss &
collaborate w/ supporters |
Greenvoice.com
walks their talk!

www
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TR ey DECEMBER: BTCY FIRST AID
CFSLA Payroll Lottery: Applications to the CFSLA [: -
(Clackmannanshire, Falkirk & Stirling Local Authorities) Payroll
Lottery can be made at anytime. The committee meets 4 or 5 |
4 times annually to decide on applications received. Approximately |:
| £8000 is disbursed annually to local community groups and
'y,| charities, mainly to buy equipment. We also support the [&
:}* fundraising efforts of our members in each council, police, Fire & | -
.'Jf Assessors services. More information will shortly be available | %
from our new website. For application forms and guidelines: |

SRS

oyt A

WASP Local Heritage Group meets once a month
on a Friday afternoon between 2 -4 pm at Denny High
School. Student led, covers a wide range of activities
including walks, guest speakers and various projects.

If you are interested, phone the WASP office on 01324
822895.

A

AR RO

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk |3
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Health & Safety Executive First Aid at Work

O

14 December—I16 December (3 days)
9.00-4.30 (sit assessment 4th day)
@ BTCYV, Balallan House, Stirling

by

.

kC IR

3

Certified theoretical & practical course.
Certificate and First Aid Manual. No
experience necessary. £178 (or £89 for
Scotland Associated Groups)

A

Russell. Taylor@centralscotland-vjb.gov.uk
A B o A A T B Y e R S AN T R S S B S AN TR S R '
NEW LEAF NEWS DEADLINE: 15th February for Spring |

Issue: We welcome volunteer writers, photographers,
artists & interviewers. (We have a list of possible

C o

b,

W

~
e

<

CONTACT: Scotland-Training@btcv.org.uk
01786 479697

o
5

assignments and welcome YOUR ideas!) We also welcome
advertisers (See Page 20)
communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk
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Falkirk
Environment

Trust

info@fet.org.uk

If you are a community group of any kind operating in the
Falkirk Council Area, and have an idea for an environmental

project, please contact Arthur Berg on 01324 504816

www.fet.org.uk

Slamannan Angling and Protective
Association Habitat Improvement

River Avon: An Update from SAPA

2009 has been

Ja very busy
year for our
project  with
funding se-

cured, Phase 2
o funded by FET
through Landfill
Community
Fund and Forth
Fishery Trust.
Phase 3 funded by FET Landfill Community Fund and SEPA
Restoration Fund.

Some noteson ariparianpr oj ect é

15/06/09 Work begins on phase 2, placing boulders at
each of the pegs, this takes approximately 3 days.
23/06/09 Long boom |7 meter track machine arrives
on site, work begins and progresses quickly once the team
get into the swing of things. Stone work should finish by
the end of the week.

06/07/09 Work begins fencing off unfenced area, | am
happy as the fence is a good distance back from the river,
leaving a good wildlife corridor once it re-vegetates. |
would advise any small group looking for funding to ask
Art Berg of FET for advice. Our area in Falkirk has a great
deal of funding opportunities from Falkirk Council and the
CVS, all of these people are more than willing to help with
a good project.

Call SEAGULL TRUST to volunteer, book a cruise
or schedule a Santa Cruise: 01324 623 868.

Back to project, license from SEPA has arrived for phase 3 and
funding in place so weather permitting we can carry it out this
year. Unfortunately the weather was very wet but we still had
the boulders delivered to Dyke Farm hoping that the weather
would change. The weather did clear up and we had to
approach the Forth District Salmon Fishery Board for
permission to work until the end of September, this has been
granted so a big thanks to Patrick Fothringham for his support.
16/09/09 River has dropped to a good level which enabled
us to do electro fish. The ground is still too wet for machinery
to travel on it.

21/09/09  Ground has dried sufficiently to allow work to
begin, mad rush now on and after a few hectic days we are
almost finished.

24/09/09 60 tonnes of mixed gravel arrives for gravel beds.
3 gravel bed sites have been selected and pegged out, these
had all been planned beforehand. Gravel beds in, all we can do
is wait and see if we get any residents in them (trout, salmon
and invertebrates). The only thing left to do is fence the
unfenced area and this is being attended to.

A big thanks to all those who helped make this project
happen, as the list of names would be too long to mention!
~ George Mackintosh, Secretary SAPA

i

How
about a
Santa
Cruise?
The  Seagull

Trust provides
free canal cruis-

ing for those
with special needs, families and anyone who likes getting out
on the water for soothing “canal therapy”. The Trust is
always looking for more folks to join the 120+ volunteers in
the Falkirk District, running about 4200 local cruises annually.
They provide full training for volunteers, including Royal
Yachting Association qualifications. Wheelchair friendly,
volunteers can be young or old and may also have disabilities.
Falkirk has 3 boats now, two are for free day trips and one is
a 6-berth holiday boat with a daily management fee.

During December the group provides Santa Cruises, taking
children from the Falkirk Wheel to a specially created grotto
where the young ones can meet Santa and get a present. In
2008 over 200 children took the cruise which has been going

v

now for 3 years.
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LANDSCAPES AND FACES: Carve
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Craig McKechnie
is so passionately
preoccupied as Artistic
Director of Delta Art
Studios (Lochland Estate,
Larbert), providing a
resource to scores of
talented creative souls
(adult and child artists
and audience) who really
need what he offers...
that one almost forgets
that he is himself a
significant Scottish artist.
If he were not, he would not have the perception and skill

to  envision and put together such a venue. The artist
who can create a body of work that really speaks to people
and yet has also successfully administered—and ministered
to—a 12,000 sq foot gathering of artists for the past six

years in Larbert is a powerful natural resource.

In a rare visit into the inner sanctum—the wee studio
down the long corridor where he takes time for his
own art (as he has done every day from age 9)—
McKechnie shows me elements in progress for a one

man show he is putting together for 2010.

McKechnie explores a theme over time, in various
forms, perspectives and scale. He likes to experiment
with a wide range of materials, often recycling surfaces
and textures (rubber, veneer, plastic) that are
unexpected—working both with manmade and natural
“found” materials (“l feel | am protecting wee bits of
nature.”). His current exploration is a speculation on
destruction, evolution and preservation, working with “face
as landscape” and the human being (psyche and skin) as
conduit for that which intrudes, that which emerges if not

repressed. Through a series of three dimensional pieces,

-3
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The Geology of

a Natural Resource
by Michelle McCallum

he is also bringing to life a vision/dream he has had of
mummification of an ancient salmon as an extinct species,
discovered by humans who live on a future version of planet
earth in which they don’t even know what a fish is. He is
working with representational fragments of human form,
skeletal fish shapes, words-as-art-form and other enigmatic

natural forms lashed together.

This brief visit to his studio gives a glimpse into a body of
work which is stunning and thought provoking, layers of
intriguing textures and boxes of playfully “secret things”.
Most of the room is covered over in sheets of white
paper...I'm only given glimpses, a corner here, a fanning of
pages there... If all of this sounds rather metaphoric and
provocative, it is because McKechnie’s work is actually a

visual kind of poetry.

Part of the secret behind McKechnie’s focus is that, from
age |5 for 6 years he spent several weeks a year at a monas-
tery in northern Scotland, escaping from Glasgow life and
studying under an artist monk who instilled in him total
discipline. For example, if Craig showed up at 6.05
instead of 6.00am, he was not allowed access to the art
studio for the rest of the day. His work was critiqued
“fairly but with no mercy” by his

teacher and McKechnie spent
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Creating a Difference - Changing your
Community through Arts & Heritage

I| Falkirk Community Learning &
i|Development Partnership are
) | organising a conference on the role of
arts and heritage in community
%= | development projects on Thursday
&7 | 2Ist January 2010, at the Park Hotel,

Falkirk. = Showcase events will be
featured from Kiersebank, Suffragettes
and Village Voice. Workshops will be part of the day, presented
by such groups as Slamannan Art Group, Community Green
Initiative, Rock the Talk, Greenhill, Langlees Fishing Group and
the SEN Shine Group. There will also be exhibitions. For further

information contact david.cairns@nhs.net or on 01324 574369

much time in solitude, walking the hills and woods, in a climate

of intellectual, e

creative and

physical 4
freedom
seldom known
by today’s |
youth. In this |
cloistered and
natural
environment,
he was introduced to the best the world has to offer in
aesthetics and the freedom and access to simply “connect”
with his planet. These gifts that his early environmental training

gave to him are a gift he passes along to any who need it.

“Imagine at the age of 15 being given access to a huge library of

“The people who come to Delta the best poetry,

. . . . not being told

are inquisitive and have different = 0.
knowledge and emotional bases

of their own, they come here

because they want to...

that history or
text but handed
an open page

. . h 5 f from Rainer
Imagine the gen.eratlve POWG-I’ o Maria Rilke,
that kind of gathering” i..zine  the
~McKechnie impact on a

young creative
mind of the line “..I feel my own power! On the plastic day | lay
hol 8é6.

Prior to setting up Delta Art Studios, McKechnie worked with
artists in a variety of mental institutions, prisons and centres for
disabled. He gives creative energy to children, adults, learning
disabled, gifted or simply those needing the free space of a
few hours a week to create. However, the difference is that, at
Delta, he does not separate or distinguish people into
categories; accomplished artists, beginners, learning disabled,
people of all ages—work side by side in “the art room”, a large,
warm and busy space filled with all the art supplies with

which a person might wish to experiment. Most who
spend time at Delta Art Studios probably feel that it

fulfills a valuable purpose just as it is.

But Craig McKechnie has even bigger dreams for artists
in Scotland. Delta Art Studios has been going strength
to strength for six years with no government funding. It
was initially sponsored by Alistair Campbell, a generous
local businessman with vision, and is now self-sustaining.
While McKechnie focuses on teaching, curating and

development at Delta, the belief and vision of his
colleague, Avril Nicol, is also a significant factor in the
She has

direction and success of Delta Studios.
performed a multi
faceted role as Delta’s
General Manager for
the past 8 years.
McKechnie has visions | =
of expanding the
Delta concept into a
cultural centre which ¥
includes multi-
disciplinary venues and
fulfills other

cultural needs for the

social/

area. He’s working on a plan and open to discussion

with others of similar vision and resources.

“l have shown that an art experience of value does not
need to be subsidised,” says McKechnie. “What'’s going
on here is self-sustaining in more ways than one and
enrichens this society on a daily basis.”

For more information: Tel. 01324 555500 www.delta.studios.net
and email: delta.studios@btconnect.com

3RD SECTOR POLICY CONFERENCE

AT HOLYROOD
“\4" 4

representatives of
local volunteer
organisations
attended a unique
conference at the
Scottish Parliament.
Said presiding
Officer Alex
Fergusson MSP, “This conference is an excellent
demonstration of our innovative approach to helping
people have their voice heard in their parliament. ” 95
Scottish organisations were in attendance; the day focused
on practical advice on how to campaign effectively and
successfully. Concensus: “Excellent day, more please!”

Falkirk area delegates to the Community Policy Conference, Scottish
Parliament on 2 |st November: Dave Park & Kenny Murphy, CVS;
Pat Beattie, Denny WASP; Christine Bell, Communities Along the
Carron; Michelle McCallum, CGI
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Weddings
Family Portraits
Events
Digital Art

range of services please
contact

Inesperado
Photography - Graphic Art
Earls Road
Grangemouth
FK3 8UU

07878765655
gordon@inesperado.co.uk
www.inesperado.co.uk

for more information and full
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f ' FDSDEVELOPMENTS

WEB
DESIGN

WEB
MARKETING

E-COMMERCE
SOLUTIONS

Tel - (+44) 0871 2BB 1085
Email:- sales@fdsdevelopments.co.uk
Welb:- www.fdsdevelopments.com

A VERY SATISFIED CLIENT: www.cgiscotland.org

and NEW LEAF NEWS Online

If current proposals become
reality Scotland will move
from having three “waste to

R Euse

C cle energy” incinerators to
y thirteen. This will mean
that a minimum of .25

tonnes of municipal rubbish will be sent up the chimney
every year for the next two or three decades. Once built,
incinerators, which cost millions of pounds, REQUIRE large
quantities of ‘waste’. In some cases local authorities have
been forced to compensate private companies for not
giving them enough to maintain their profit margins. Forget
reduce, reuse, recycle for the next thirty years if current

plans are realised.

Building incineration plants is so much easier than having to
deal with the fundamental problems of low participation in
kerbside recycling schemes — an embarrassing failure in
Scotland’s record on public education (as well as private
sector management issues and regulation of certain
‘recycling’ companies). A country that can’t persuade a
significant proportion of its citizens to use litter bins is

hardly likely to be good at recycling.

The environmental cost of burning valuable materials for a
bit of ‘green’ energy when they could have been reduced,

reused, recycled is frightening. The 3Rs save far more

duce UP IN SMOKE?

Each quarter local environmental writer
Wal |l ace shares hi
and Strategies with NLN readers.

Lesl i e

energy than incineration provides and also reduces the
environmental consequences of material extraction and
production, which proponents of incineration

conveniently forget.

More incineration means more farmland and natural
forests converted into plantations for junk mail,
disposable wipes, free sheets and superfluous packaging
that will be touted by vested interests as a ‘renewable’
fuel. Itis renewable only if you think that wildlife should
make way for pesticide drenched, erosion prone rows of
trees that are as much like a forest as a wheat field is like

a natural meadow.

The economic costs are huge. If companies can reduce
waste production at source by increasing their efficiency,
then incinerators will be starved of fuel. To build more
incinerators is a statement based on the assumption that
Scottish companies will not become more efficient. We
will not benefit from this in the long run although in the
short term it may seem a good idea—because companies
won’t have to bother providing employees with properly
labelled recycling bins or reconfigure production systems

that can do more with less.

[continued on page 15]
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INVASIVE SPEGIHENS . ...

The Invasive Non-native Invertebrates
by Craig Macadam

Many non-native species are now found in Scotland. An
audit by Scottish Natural Heritage in 2001 found 988
species of animal and plant occurring in Scotland.(I)
These species have arrived through a variety of routes.
Some arrived accidentally for example in ballast water
from ships or transferred with imported products such as
timber and fresh produce. Others have been introduced

deliberately as garden plants or as a food source.

Most non-native species
pose no risk to our
native wildlife, and some
are even beneficial, how-
ever some species, if con-
ditions are conducive, can
become invasive. Preda-
tion, competition and the
spread of disease from non
-native species are all po-
tentially very harmful to
our native wildlife. The
introduction of invasive
non-native species to semi
-natural habitats can transform these habitats

v’ I-hrleq‘l.ir:fadybi
(0 Franci!; RO

and
threaten the species that naturally live there.

Invasive non-native species can have serious negative
impacts on native species by predation, competition and/
or spread of disease. They transform habitats and can
threaten whole ecosystems causing serious problems to
the environment and to the economy. In many cases
this may be exacerbated by the effects of climate change.

Recent invasive non-native invertebrate species include:

NEWS FLASH Results just released from the July 09
consultation on the proposed release of the non-indigenous
insect, Aphalara itadori, into the environment as a biological
control agent for Japanese Knotweed. = Most were cautiously
supportive of the release of this insect, many raised further ques-
tions and concerns and an additional meeting for further discus-
sion has been called—to be held at Defra’s Innovation Centre,
Reading, on December 9. With the results of the consulta-
tion, this final meeting will inform the Government’s decision as
to whether this insect should be deliberately released in England
and Wiales. Info: knotweed.consultation@fera.gsi.gov.uk.
Thought provoking questions and answers from consultation can
be linked to now at www.cgiscotland.org. If you would like to
make further comments or provide additional evidence for CGI
to pass along, please send your views in by email BEFORE 16

December to

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk.

The Signal crayfish (Pacifastacus leniusculus) is native to
North America and was introduced to the British Isles in
the 1970s and are now found throughout England and
parts of Wales. They were first recorded in Scotland in
1995 and have since been found rivers from Galloway to
Inverness-shire. The signal crayfish is a large species and
consumes large quantities of invertebrates as part of their
diet. They burrow into the banks of rivers and ponds,

releasing quantities of silt and destabilising the banks,

which has a subsequent impact on other aquatic invertebrates, fish
and plants living there.

The Australian barnacle (Elminius modesta) occurs naturally in
Australia. It was introduced from Australia or New Zealand
either on a ship hull or as larvae in ballast water. First recorded
in the British Isles in 1945, it has spread around our coasts, found
as far north as Shetland in 1983. The Australian barnacle, which
competes with native species such as the Acorn barnacle
(Semibalanus  balanoides), also tolerates
lower salinity habitats. The Bay barnacle
(Balanus improvisus) which lives in saline
lagoons and other habitats with variable
salinity, appears to be retreating, in com-

petition with the Australian barnacle.(2)

The Harlequin ladybird (Harmonia
— | axyridis) is a native of eastern Asia, but

due to its appetite for aphids and other

invertebrates, has been introduced to
~ many other countries as a biological

control agent. Introduced to North

America in the 1980s to control insects on
crops, it has since become the most widespread ladybird across
the continent. Spreading rapidly across north-western Europe it
arrived in Britain in 2004, where it has successfully established
itself. The Harelquin ladybird is a voracious predator which eats
aphids and other small insects, including the larvae of native
ladybirds such as the 7 spot. The first record of a harlequin
ladybird in Scotland was made in October 2007; just last month
the first larva for Scotland was recorded from Glasgow, raising the
possibility that this invasive species is now successfully breeding in

Scotland.

Craig Macadam is Conservation Officer for Scotland with Buglife 0
The Invertebrate Conservation Trust. Buglife is the only organisation in
Europe devoted to the conservation of all invertebrates. Its aim is to
halt the extinction of invertebrate species and to achieve sustainable
populations of invertebrates. To join Buglife or discover more about

their work please visit www.buglife.org.uk

(I) Welch, D., Carss, D.N., Gornall, J., Manchester, S.J., Marquiss, M.,
Preston, C.D., Telfer, M.G., Arnold, H., and Holbrook, J. (2001). An
audit of alien species in Scotland. SNH Review No. [39. Scottish
Natural Heritage, Edinburgh.

(2) Eno, N.C,
Clark, RA and
Sanderson, W.G.
(eds.). (1997).
Non-native ma-
rine species in
British waters: a
review and direc-
tory. Joint Nature
Conservation
Committee,
Peterborough.

Harmonia axyridis larvae
(c) Francis Rowland 2009
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p|an et pag @gBooks with a green aspect
DENNY LIBRARY

50ing Going With Gabriel
"1l By Bryan Islip

272N (SBN 9780955519314
Publ. Date | | February 2010 324 pp £8.99

(www.bryanislip.com) Are there really too tm
many of us? Are we all trying to grab much qu" d“ by Fiona Watt ISBN: 9781409500407,

www.usborne.com

recommends for the kids:

The Usborne Book of Christmas

much more from our planet than our planet
has to give! Dismayed at his bioscientific
discovery, Dr. Gabriel Nicolson seeks ano-
nymity and escape in the world of music and the street...a

Do you fancy making your own Christmas cards
and decorations this year? How about producing
handmade wrapping paper and matching tags? The
projects in this book use materials which can be

powerful literary story from the author of More Deaths found in any art shop, craft shop and stationers. Go
Than One, this holds promise of “a good read!”  ~ Ed. on, have a go. Handmade is best!
ALISON SUN MY o BRLLY MeTAIINY
A World Without Bees AWORLD « Dora Helps Save The Earth
by Alison Benjamin and Brian memm by Emily Sollinger (Dora the Explorer series)
McCallum Guardian Books 2009 ees ISBN: 978-1-84738-493-5 Simon & Schuster/
ISBN 13-978-0852651315 304 pp Nickelodeon age 5-8 years
Although the world wide collapse

—
of the honey bee population has ! @ Dora’s friends and relatives help her with ideas on how to protect the planet.
been a distressing phenomenon at B These include not wasting water, switching off lights, cycling to school, recycling

: ; bty and giving old toys to other children.
least it has to a certain degree b giving Y

penetrated the public psyche. Rightly so — honey bees are the main pollinators with which many of our plants, including food
crops, have evolved over the millennia. The disappearance of the honey bee would be an ecological crisis showing how
humble humanity really is when the loss of something that could sit on a finger nail and which many treat as a pest would
cause a disastrous drop in food production. The fate of the honey bee should set alarm bells ringing; the fact that so many
things could be causing this crisis shows just how serious and comprehensive our assault on the environment is. The book
covers everything from a bee pest (varroa mite — introduced outside its natural range by humans) to the loss of farmland
and nature through suburban sprawl. Throw in the intensification of agriculture — fewer hedgerows, more pesticides —
serving up a poisonous cocktail where it is unlikely that any single ‘ingredient’ is entirely responsible for the dramatic loss in

active hives. One solution: Humans have to change attitude. ~ Les Wallace

That’s an average speed of 3.42 mph as flash floods or anything globally
the crow flies. But since ’'m not a crow newsworthy like that, it’s like Jimi
and the car can’t swim | had to take the Hendrix said, “It’s just that the ever
long way round... and around and falling rain makes it so hard for me
around and around. As | sat in the car in  to see; it’s a little, more than enough,
the middle of nowhere listening to Good to make a man want to do himself
Morning Scotland on the radio cheerily away” but in our case it's so damn
telling me that | wasn’t going anywhere wet we couldn’t even light the Mid-
anytime soon | thought of how the poor night Lamp.

deluded romantic poets were always

wittering on about the beauty of the At least I've become an expert
meteorologist: | look out the window

and | see the Myot Hill I know it’s
The quadlity of mercy is not strain'd, gonna rain, if | can’t see the damned
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven hill | know it’s already raining,
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest: already.  The other day a sodden
It blesseth him that gives and him that tourist stopped me and asked, “Hey,
is it always like this?” So | said how

If it keeps on rainin' the
levee's gonna break

rain. Even Shakespeare had crazy ideas,

Wow, what a day! Ya know that
saying, “Save it for a rainy day?” well, |
know what it is | shoulda been saving
for such a day: patience. It took me an  takes.
hour and three quarters to travel to
work. Long commute, eh? Well, not
really, the computer tells me it’s six-

. oo , the hell should | know — I'm only 56.
“Gentle rain from heaven?” [Ill bet ol

Willie-the-Shakes didn’t write that one I'm now going out for a walk with the
i i sitting in a traffic queue, he’d’'ve been dog to see which way the river went
point-zero miles. sittin’ there effin’ and blindin’ with the (Answer: every which way) IE

rest of us. It’s not as if we get dramatic ~bobwmac



http://www.amazon.co.uk/Book-Christmas-Things-Collection-Activity/dp/0746069405/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1256994378&sr=1-1
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FIGHTING THE GOOD

FIGHT: Torwood Community
Woodland Group (TCWG) believes
that the woodland area in Torwood is
a resource for the whole of Larbert,
Stenhousemuir and Torwood and
should be protected and enhanced as
green space for wildlife, walks, cycling,
history and landscape. With the pace
of development locally and the scram-
ble for development value this brings,
it is ever more important to do what
we can to protect the woodland area.

TCWG was established in 2003 as a
response to concerns about the
future of the woodland around the
village of Torwood. These concerns
originated from the news that a local
developer had purchased the wood-
land on either side of the Castle Loan,
Torwood in 2002 and planned to
develop the lower half of the wood-
land. An area of mixed woodland
adjacent to Glen Road was illegally
felled in September of that year and
the owner prosecuted for this by
The Forestry Commission. A petition
against the illegal felling and the subse-
quent dumping of demolition waste
on the site was signed by half of
Torwood’s residents in the summer
of 2003 and passed to Falkirk Council,
The Forestry Commission and the
Scottish Environment Protection
Agency. Since then, the remainder of
the lower woodland was felled, this
time with a licence, several
attempts to pursue development
projects have resulted.

and

Approaches have been made to the
Woodland Group to offer the upper
woodland in exchange for support for
development in the lower wood-
land.  The Group was successful in
obtaining funding from the Scottish

Land Fund for the purchase of the
upper woodland. However, sadly, the
owner was not willing to negotiate
with us unless we offered support for
his proposed developments. Needless
to say, TCWG has refused to become
involved in any such deals, viewing the
woodland as a whole as a precious
asset that requires protection. In ad-
dition, it would gy
not be proper [
constitutionally

for the Group
to negotiate in
this way. At the
end of 2003 the
owner sold on

the upper %
woodland to ENE
another local |8

developer, who
has also tried to
use it as a bar- |
gaining chip to

their
develop-

pursue
own
ment plans. The
future of the
woodland remains uncertain as devel-
opment activity in the Torwood area
has increased significantly and pressure
for more land increases. Torwood’s
woodland is listed on Scottish Natural
Heritage’s list of ancient woodland.

In May 2009, in response to another
application by developers to  build
5 houses on the same site which were
illegally felled in 2002, the Woodland
Group collected 450 signatures in
protest. TCWG have been well sup-
ported by the local Community Coun-
cil and the Woodland Trust for Scot-
land. The Council declined this applica-
tion. However, soon after, another
application submitted—same
developer, same site.

was
Obijections

Falkirk Council
the

were again submitted.
Planning Committee rejected

application on 4" November.

Members of the TCWG continue to
grow in numbers as local users of
woodlands and open spaces become
aware of the ongoing proposed devel-
opments.

To raise awareness of the
____rich Torwood history,
,:! TCWG held a  very
A successful and interest-
'.§ /| ing History Evening in
i September.
p of Torwood, Larbert

S and Stenhousemuir
heard from speakers
Geoff Bailey, Keeper of
.;; Archaeology, CaIIendjar
N House, and Evelyn Wil-
g son, National Trust for
| Scotland. Both spoke
enthusiastically
the rich history sur-
rounding
Castle, the ancient Iron
Age Broch, a dwelling
excavated in 1864
which can still be seen
by visitors today and the Battle of Ban-
nockburn. Future activities include an
Ancient Tree Hunt supported by
Woodland Trust for Scotland and, with
the success of the recent History Eve-
ning, a further event is planned in
March 2010 with the focus this time on
native woodland and wildlife.

Residents

about

Torwood

Ancient woodland is irreplaceable.
This specific area has been wooded for
hundreds of years, provides a home for
many animal species, is rich in archae-
ology and a place of inordinate beauty.
TCWG will continue its commitment
to protect and promote the area with
its long established woodland for all
residents of Falkirk Council area.
~Elaine Bell, TCWG

What is your group doing to preserve biodiversity?
Please send your stories & photos to the editor.

For more information please visit

www.torwoodcommunitywoodlandgroup.rumad.com
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By Boris Weinstein, Pittsburgh, PA USA

New Leaf News is always watching how &tbeiting the big litter event.
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Turning Litter into GlLitter...

N

cleanups a year. (We call our cleanups
“Redd Ups” which is a Scottish phrase,
by the way.) We attract 10,000 to
18,000 volunteers in 100 to 150
neighborhoods in fall and spring
and collect hundreds of tons of
everyday litter and trash.

Neighborhood
them Clean Pittsburgh Stewards—city
officials and a cast of supporting

leaders—we call

organizations are very pleased with
these efforts. Butit’s only part of the
picture. These Redd Ups produce big
numbers and big headlines. We're
getting very good at organizing and
In fact,

groups on the planet deal with the univeiggslurgh might be as good as or

problem of litter.

The hamdsapproach ofbetter than any city in America with

Citizens Against Litter (CAL) is of great infrgste do this.
to us. We invited an article from their founder,
Boris Weinstein and he most graciously agre&gcuse us, though, for not taking a

I’ve been asked to write an opinion piece
about my experience and thoughts on
maintenance litter cleanups versus huge
event-type cleanups. Last month Pitts-
burgh hosted the international G-20 Sum-
mit and Citizens Against Litter co-chaired
the G-20 Cleanup involving 1,000 volun-
teers ‘“to make the city shine for our
world guests”. As | write this article,
Pittsburghers are putting the final touches
on our annual October Redd Up weekend
(Oct. 16-17-18) when 18,000 volunteers—
school kids, college students, fathers,
mothers and seniors—take to the streets.

Litter Czar that | am, | can easily turn
litter into glitter. Just by adding one letter
—G. Magically, litter becomes glitter.
A negative state turns positive and
calming. That’s easy to say but not easily
done. Let’s be real. Eliminating long-
standing litter and then controlling the
spread of fresh litter on neighborhood
streets, alleys and grassy places take a
commitment from residents day in and day

out, block by block. Two words say what’s

necessary: frequency and

consistency. People close by and far
away are impressed when | tell them that
in my hometown of
vania in the United States we have two big

Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-

bow. The real challenge and the
goal of Citizens Against Litter
from day one has been to remove
litter from streets, alleys, gutters
and grassy places in every
neighborhood every week, not
just on two weekends.

This is the concept we started six
years ago in one neighborhood with
the hope that the concept would catch
on in other places. We divided our
neighborhood of 13,000 residents into
|7 zones. We recruited volunteers to
“litter police” and take responsibility
for their zone. Ideally, we wanted 3
volunteers for each zone and
believed that 50 passionate
people—less than 1% of the
population—could keep the
neighborhood litter-free. We
hoped for a commitment of 1.5 to 2
hours, 2 or 3 times a week from each
volunteer.

The truth of the matter is we've
yet to reach our goal completely.
But we have most of the zones
covered, albeit some with only
one volunteer. We think many pick
up every week. We know they don’t

%

do it as often as we would like but
we also know there is frequency
and consistency. And we know
our neighborhood is cleaner.
We also know the model works.

The huge events get the head-
lines and the “gee whiz” word-of-
mouth. The steady drumbeat main-
tenance cleanups go unnoticed but
Of the
believe the long term

are the true workhorse.
two, |
maintenance cleanup is more
important. It makes a greater
contribution to quality of life, to
day in and day out
appearance, to influencing real
estate values,
crime and

individual

to preventing
to uplifting
spirit and
community pride.

My advice is: Don’t be overly
impressed with the quick-fix Redd
Up magic. Follow the path of
turning litter into glitter for
your community in the long
term with day in and day out
attention to detail. Every little
litter bit helps.

(If your group is interested in Boris
Wei nstei nd0 Stepr Rf= E
proach for Your Community”, email
the New Leaf News Editor for an email
copy at
tive@yahoo.co.uk.

communitygreeninitia-

For more information and inspiration,
check out CAL at:

http://www.citizensagainstlitter.org/
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FORTH VALLEY

MasterCompost}eSCHEME

Do you need support?

Forth Valley Master Composters are trained local
volunteers ready to help with all your home composting
questions. Local Master Composters are available to give
free advice and support on
-how to compost
-using your compost
-just to check you are on the right track
Master Composters can attend community events, give
talks and lead workshops to provide you with all the
information you need to compost at home successfully.

Do you want to get involved?
Forth Valley Master Composter scheme is looking for
volunteers to promote home composting in their local commu-
nity. Volunteers will be fully trained in home composting tech-
niques so they can use this knowledge to help and encourage
others.

Are you interested?

For more details please contact
Forth Environment Link on 01786 449215
visit the Waste Aware Scotland website or
email info@forthenvironmentlink.org

.

Bl o7 a0 s 9 s 2an T

?Waste Aware
Scotland

What will you compost at Christmas?

Christmas can be a time of full dinner plates, full social diaries,
full glasses and a very full waste bin. You can reduce your
Christmas waste-line at by composting at home. Call Forth
Environment Link 01786 449215 to find out about successful

home composting and having a slim bin this Christmas.

Denny on the Move! >

AL LT

FRLTINTL.

UP IN SMOKE?

We will be dependent on the importation and use of
considerable quantities of resources for spurious packaging
and disposable products that could have genuinely improved
the standard of living for people in the poor countries they

—-Continued from page 10

came from.

Think also on the loss of jobs — in recycling and more
especially in reuse. A local boy scout troop raised fifty
thousand pounds for Strathcarron Hospice by collecting Barrs
bottles from companies where employees donated them at
collection points. Imagine if that principle could be developed
by new products and packaging designed for reuse which
raised funds for charity and also if companies gave SAVINGS
from reduced waste disposal costs to good causes! Well,
wave good bye to that if the big vested construction and pack-
aging interests get their way in building mass incinerator plants
which will not only accommodate, but also necessitate our

current extortionate level of consumption.

Wouldn’t better options be to label recycling bins and to
encourage “reuse and reduce” as a source of funds for charity
to explore—before spending hundreds of millions on incinera-
tion? In many situations we are considerably closer to zero
reduce, reuse, recycle than to zero waste. It didn’t have to
come to this. If recycling could be seen to be an excellent
vehicle for public education (as | saw twenty years ago on a
kerbside recycling scheme) rather than another example of

our social failings, it could still be another story.

If anyone wants to find out about the anti incineration
movement in Scotland please contact me on

les@wallacerecyc.fslife.co.uk Iyl

——

"":> Would you like to be more physically active,
but you're not sure where to start! How can you find out
more about what’s going on in your local area? The ‘Let’s
Make Falkirk More Active’ group are developing a Physical
Activity guide for Denny and District. On one side, there
will be an A2 sized map showing the local sports facilities,
community centres, outdoor spaces and much more. You'll

O 3

be surprised what’s available so close to you!

The reverse of the map provides more details about
organisations in Denny providing opportunities and
guidelines for physical activities for all ages and interests,
ranging from Active Schools to Nifty 50’s, exercise classes
to Green Dog Walkers. It also gives ideas on Active
Travel, local health promotion initiatives, and even the

closest recycling points.

The map will be delivered to all those in the Denny
area in Spring 2010, so keep an eye on your post and get
ready to take advantage of all the opportunities available to
you! We'll also have events nearer the time to allow you

to ask questions and see how the map works.

For more information about ‘Let’s Make Falkirk More
Active’, please visit

www.falkirk.gov.uk/letsmakefalkirkmoreactive, or email

letsmakefalkirk.moreactive@falkirk.gov.uk



mailto:les@wallacerecyc.fslife.co.uk
http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/letsmakefalkirkmoreactive
mailto:letsmakefalkirk.moreactive@falkirk.gov.uk
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Green Dog
Walkers <&

LEAVE ONLY PAWPRINTS!

Antonine Primary
Celebrates Success

Antonine Primary school is celebrating
after picking up one of the Provost’s
Awards at the Celebrating Success Awards
Ceremony. The school have had issues
with dog fouling for a long time and earlier
this year with the help of Falkirk Council’s
Litter Team and Enforcement Officers they

have cleaned up.

The pupils and officers from Falkirk
Council conducted a high-profile awareness
campaign including surveys, posters, flyers,
enforcement patrols, awareness sessions,
and even included the pupils writing a

letter to the Prime Minister.

The school took the lead in delivering this
campaign, however they were supported by
various council departments and members
of their local community. Through
awareness sessions, competitions and
publicity the school were able to influence
the behaviour of the community around
them and in doing so not only reduced the
instances of dog fouling around the school

but learnt a host of new skills.

The pupils all worked really hard and
deserve all the recognition they can get - so

well done to all involved!

If your school has issues with dog fouling
contact Jennifer Terris (Schools Litter Offi-
cer) jennifer.terris@falkirk.gov.uk 01324

501159
-

Take the Pledge fi You and your Pall  Wearing the GDW

armband signifies that you are a responsible dog owner - you
clean up after your dog, you carry extra dog bags for those

who forgot theirs, you are a friendly ambassador for changing
dog fouling attitudes.
pledge form and free armband: greendogwalkers@yahoo.co.uk or call
01342 824843. | f dog an

run a GDW pledge booth, ask how you can get involved! —

Contact us for more information, for your

youdre a
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POLMONT ROTARY CLUB SIGNS ON 39
ird e - NEW GREEN
DOG WALKER
4 PLEDGES!

8| The
pledges in the shortest amount
of time has been set by Susan
Ord and the Polmont Rotary
Club on 14th November. In
two hours on a dreary Saturday
“morning in Park Hill, 39 dog

/
e

record for most new

walkers stopped by to sign up and a good time was had by all, particularly the
doggies! (The previous record was the Kinneil Heritage Fair of ‘08, signing on
50 pledgers in 4 hours.) “Paw Pledges” were given out with dog paw signatures
and the doggies whose owners took the pledge will have their photo portraits
featured in a gallery on the community notice board over the next few weeks at
Land & Sea Chip Shop in Polmont. Three cheers and lots of WOOF WOOFS!
go out to the Polmont gang, never has “cleaning up dog poo” been so much fun!
(And thanks to Keep Scotland Beautiful for lending the dog costumes. And

FC Litter Strategy Team for all the support.)

>

E

ENow say cheese,
OSscar!”

To date close to 500 GREEN DOG WALKERS pledgers have signed on in Falkirk
District plus several hundred more in pilot projects in Fife, Midlothian and
Normand Park London. A recent survey by the Litter Strategy Team showed that
44.4% of people in Falkirk are aware of the Green Dog Walkers campaign—in just a
year! 10 Green Dog Walkers groups are operating in Falkirk District so far and
40+ are awaiting information for potential licenses outside of Falkirk District, all
over the UK. Green Dog Walkers have received international attention in Austra-
lia, Ireland and the United States. GREEN DOG WALKERS UNITE AND...

LEAVE ONLY PAWPRINTS!
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=—=>> AIRTH COMMUNITY
CENTRE GREEN
DOG WALKERS

2 Years of Success

of Airth
Chris
McAteer, had been on an anti
-dog-fouling campaign before
the GDW project ever began; he just added GDW to his
own techniques. Early on, McAteer realised a big part of
the problem in Airth was simply a need for doggie bags. He
worked with the council to become a pick-up point for free

The proprietor
Community Centre,

bags and began working on community awareness. A dog
club which holds dog training classes at the Centre also
began signing up Green Dog Walkers. McAteer eloquently
describes the impact: “Now you can walk in Airth without
having to always keep your eye to the ground!”

We asked if Chris has any words of wisdom for other
Green Dog Walkers. “Yes | do. Don’t antagonise anyone.
Be gentle in your approach. Don’t go waving green doggie
bags at them. Just walk with your armband on and be

PROJECT:
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PLEASE be a good dog owner
and STOP WORRYING THE SHEEP!

New Leaf News has received a plaintiff email from a local
sheep farmer:  “Could you put an article in the next newsletter
about the cruelty of sheep worrying and the distress caused by

it. We don't have any photos of damage because the sheep has
di sappeared! o

When walking through an area with livestock, you must
always keep your dog on a tight leash. “You might think that
your dog off of the leash is just running around and having
fun, indeed your dog probably believes this too,” says BBC
Countryside Etiquette. “But the livestock in the field most
certainly won't. Every year some 24,000 sheep are either
killed or injured by dogs. It is also in your financial interests
to keep your dog under control, because if you're caught
with a dog that is worrying sheep, you can be prosecuted
under the 1953 Dogs (Protection of Livestock) Act. One of
the provisions under this Act is that the farmer or
landowner has the right to shoot your dog on sight.
If he hasn't got his gun to hand, then he can demand
that the dog be destroyed by a vet at a later date.”
Read up on it, your dog is counting on you...and so are the

sheep! http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h292/A1067834

proud of it!” McAteer says other than a couple of prob- |
lem spots (which he has plans to tackle), Airth is having
great success creating a dog-poo-free environment. An
attitude shift has been achieved, which is the whole point.
Congratulations to Chris and the Airth community! &

Woodland Trust Calls for
Recycling of Christmas Cards

To help create much needed new UK wood-
land ...this year take your cards to the collec-
tion bins (2nd-31st Jan) at most branches of
WH Smith, Tesco, TK Maxx and M&S. If
everyone recycles just one card, the Wood-
land Trust can plant 15,000 trees! Recycling
also helps to tackle climate change—waste
sent to landfill can create methane. Just one
card recycled by each person could save
1570 tonnes of CO2 equivalent greenhouse
gases—like taking 500 cars off road for a
year! 73.6 million cards were recycled by the
scheme in 2008.

For more info and ideas on festive recycling,

visit http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/cards/
index/htm

or www.recyclenow.com

Clir Jim Blackwood

Scottish Labour Party
.. Ward 3, Denny & Banknock

Surgery Schedule:

Banknock Community Centre
Every Monday 6.15pm till 7.00pm

Fankerton Hall
First Monday of the Month 5.15pm till 6.00pm

Community Flat Bridge Crescent Denny
First Thursday of the Month 6.00pm till 6.45pm

Archibald Russell Centre Dennyloanhead
First Thursday of the Month 7.00pm till 7.45pm

Nethermains Primary School Denny
Second Thursday of the Month 6.00pm till 6.45pm

Allandale Bowling Club
Last Friday of the Month 7.15 till 8.00pm

Office 01324506145 Home 01324812489
Email jim.blackwood@falkirk.gov.uk



http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/h2g2/A1067834
mailto:jim.blackwood@falkirk.gov.uk
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Michael Matheson
MSP for Falkirk West

Falkirk West Parliamentary Office

15A East Bridge Street
Falkirk FK1 1YD

Telephone: 01324 629271

Fax: 01324 635576

Email: michael.matheson.msp @
scottish.parliament.uk

by

1
egem-p-ge

The Scottish
Parliament

See press or contact office
for details of upcoming
local surgeries

WALKERS AND
CYCLISTS STAND
UP AND BE
COUNTED!

The Scotish Parliament's Transport, Infrastructure
and Climate Change Committee are holding an

inquiry into walking and cycling in Scotland . The
closing date for submissions is Friday

11™ December, 2009.

The formal title is an Inquiry into Active

Travel. As part of that work they are keen to hear
views on walking and cycling from all interested
individuals and  organisations. There are a series
of six questions and very clear submission
guidelines. The link is below.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/
committees/ticc/inquiries/ActiveTravelViews.htm

Key issues they are interested in are: what will
encourage more people to walk and cycle and
what are the barriers to this just now.

Happy Valentines
Day 14th February
to all of Falkirk

Di ct os

stri
Volunteers!

Bi

C &M Communitg Consultants LLF
(Christine be” ~ Michelle Mcc;a”um

Telc. 07977778073 cmec.michelle@btinternet.com
chls’rcrcd in Scotland (5()302152)
Facilitators ~ Eﬁgaging with c.ommunitg groups
Fvents C-‘ampa ign (oordinators ~ Resecarch rrojec’ts
[ nvironmental Presentations ~ C:ommunitq 5[JTVCLJS

Newsletter, Flierl Frogrammq Book]eit Dcsign & Froduction

Girant Writing ~ V\/riiting/E_(‘liting \Services
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recipients of the GREEN HAND SALUTE in 2010. If you think your neighbourhood group or
any someone(s) you have observed are doing a really good job in litter clean ups, fly tip removals,
beautification, awareness raising, recycling efforts, community improvements, etc. then let us know.
We will check it out and if we agree, we may feature your nominee in this column in 2010.
(Nominations confidential.) Ve also hand out the PINK SOFA FLY TIPPERS Award for
Falkirk District areas blighted by fly tipping. We are particularly interested in areas that have repeat offenses. If you have
a photo (places, not people), please send it along with address or directions. We will check it out and might feature your

(confidential) nominee in 2010.

Meanwhile: Don’t forget to use the anonymous Dumb Dumpers Hotline: 08452 30 40 90

NEW LEAF NEWS AWARDS

is accepting nominations and suggestions from its readers for potential

the good, bad and the ugly



http://
http://

——

Volume || ~Jssue 3 Winter 2009 NEW LEAFNE WS'

The Lass o060

C a|r Auld DangSyn

. SONG.
The Lass o' Carron Side.
By C. J. Finlayson.

On ! whar will I gae find a place
To close my sieepless een ;

And whar will I gae seek the peace
I witless tint yestreen ?

My heart, that wont to dance as licht
As moonshine o’er the tide,

Now lies in thrall by luckless love,
For the lass o’ Carron Side.

She, mermaid-like, ‘mang wild flowers sat,
The stream row’d at her feet,

An’ aye she sung her artless sang
Wi’ a voice unearthly sweet ;

Sae sweet,—the birds that wont to wake
The morn wi’ giee and pride,

Sat mute, to hear the witchin’ strain
O’ the lass o’ Carron side.

Sair may I rue my reckless haste,
Sair may I ban the hour,

That lured me from my peacefu’ cot,
Within the Siren’s power.

Oh! had she sprung frae humble race,
As she's frae ane o’ pride,

I might hae dre’ed a better wierd
Wi’ the lass o’ Carron side !

Fanh of the Carron, Feb. 1829.

Inesperado Photography - Graphic Art 2009

Wee John Watson came to us with a time-weathered page from
a book called Scottish Songs, published in 1829. He found it in a
half disintegrated book in an old barn near Dunipace and thought
that because of our affection for the Carron, it might be of
interest to NEW LEAF NEWS.

Interestingly, only days prior, we had been shown the work of a
young photographer, Gordon Brown, of Inesperado Photogra-
phy—his series of goddess photos. Amongst them was “Nimue
of the Lake”, seen above. She seemed to fit with the old song by
C.J. Finlayson. And also with the stained glass image of the Angel
of Carron or Angel of Dunipace in the stained glass window of
the Denny Town Hall, seen below...as she is known variously.

The page from the old song book has a slightly different lyric for
lines 9and 10...”She sat the Goddess

at her feet”. It claims “here first printed”; the version at left is
from the Edinburgh Literary Journal—yes, even a |80-year-old
song found in a barn in rural Scotland can be sourced on Google.

Ah for the simpler times, when the distinction between a
goddess and a mermaid was of enough significance to warrant an
editorial change. ~ Ed

of

Photo used with permission of Gordon
Brown, Inesperado,
www.inesperado.co.uk

ARE YOU our next guest history writer? Auld Lang Syneeeks articles (est 300 words) & photos from anyone in Central Scotland who
has a story to tell about local heritage and history, including oral history projects. Deadline February 15th.

t
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The NEWILFAFNEWS New Leaf News is published by

‘ j Grccn Ad ]:caturc FaCl(agC CGI © 2009 in partnership with

Environment Action Network, funded by
Falkirk Environment Trust, advertisers &

““Green minded” businesses, engage our environmentally concerned readers

with your product . Our special Green Ad package includes: donations
o /2 page Advertisement (PDF created by your advertising staff or ours) Editor in Chief: Michelle McCallum
. I/4 page Feature Article — on the same page as your ad — about your Associate Editor: Arthur Berg

business, focused mainly on your recycling, package reduction,

. communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk
sustainability products and programmes.

Thanks to all who helped this issue of New Leaf

o '/4 page Photograph of your staff members, storefront or products NEEaeme eliers Tt Pames sl
Green Ad + Article package: £85 per issue The sky’s the limit — the photographers, writers, reporters,
. researchers, artists, advertisers, Printworks,
or £290 if you contract for four quarters we are happy to work L
. . . . SerenArts, the distributors (thanks all CGl and
(4 different ads, 4 different articles ~ £50 discount!) | with you creatively to :
community volunteers!),

help promote your

X www.wordle.net/, Denny Library, Techno
Our other commercial ad rates: business to our 231} NRE t SGSNJ hQ52yy St f

Business Card Ad £15 '/4 Page £25 readers!

brilliant suggestions & support!
'/2 Page £45 &8 PP

(We also barter ads for goods and services that are useful for

; community eco work & newsletter publication . Just ask!) 4 serennrts
— ~ DESIGN & PRINTING

Legal Bumf: All NLN content © 2009 . .
CGil, except where otherwise noted. N @ Business Stationery

may be forwarded by email to interested B IUGr 0 Ql be g ::'neudgc::;g:,:ag::ﬂ

parties but if you wish to reproduce, . .
@& Giclee Printing

distribute, transmit, display, publish or Weh Design & Mainteranee based in Aberdeen a A
broadcast any of the conterpjease Web standard compliant designs that @ GrCIPf_‘IIC: Des_lgn .
seekprior written permission. s ; ® Website Design & Hosting

Excerptsnay be quoted for non profit, don't just look good... they work too!

educational purposes with this attribu-

Please feel free to confact us

1 ; : or visit our website for more
tion: "From New Leaf News, Scotland Go to http://blugoogirl.com/ ; :
) : ; information...
www.cgiscotland.org” plus full and blugl‘a;m‘te for more details
accurate attribution to the author & CG or call Catherine: 07771988457 T 01225 309266
contact information.Copy and use of M 07875 584156
photos herein only by permission. CGI A satisfied client: E info@serenarts.co.uk

does not guarantee or endorse informg
tion or products available at any sites to . .
which it orovides I . www.dennyoralhistories.co.uk
provides links. Advertisements
of surgery schedules of governmental Hey everyone!
offices are for the convenience of our .
readers and do not imply any particula All hOIIday
political affiliation of NLN. We only
accept advertising fapn-political,
eco & human friendly products, services
& practices. NLN is published quarterly,
by free subscription online in full colour
at www.cgiscotland.org and by limited
printed edition b&w, distributed by
volunteers at local one stop shoppes,
libraries, community centres, businesses,
etc.

W www.serenartfs.co.uk

leftovers
recycled here!
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