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The environment is everything that isn't me.  - Albert Einstein  

 

Community Green Initiative  

NEW LEAF NEWS IS FREE!                     
Please take a copy home     

and pass it to a friend when youõve          
finished reading it!  

 We also need volunteers to distribute copies in YOUR 

area  τ  please call 01324 824843 if you have a good public 

location to leave 5τ25 copies each quarter.                   

FREE ONLINE FULL COLOUR SUBSCRIPTION:  http://www.cgiscotland.org  
Seeing the world through their eyesé 

A special thanks to our ever increasing group of     

photographers who have volunteered their work for 

the pages of New Leaf News in 2009.  These gifted      

people manage to turn litter and fly tipping into     

intriguing works of art!  Thank you, Eddie McEleney 

for this tongue-in-cheek reminder to our readers and 

ògreenó volunteers to take a seat, put your feet up and 

take a wee rest this holiday season, youõve earned it!   
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 ALONG  THE CARRON :                 
From Aspirations to Action   

Following a 9 month consultation with 16 communities along the 

River Carron-Communities Along the Carron (a project funded by 

LEADER and the council, speareheaded by  Community Planning   

Partnership and C&M Community Consultants), a 2009 Green Map 

and Report were published.  A Celebration event was held on 22nd 

September at the Falkirk Town Hall; over 300 guests networked with 

various green and funding agencies, viewed the DVD òConnectingó, 

listened to speakers, writers, poets and musicians praising the riverõs 

history and ecological value.  Much excitement was  generated.  Since 

then a steering committee of community volunteers has met regularly, 

discussing organisational structure to draft a constitution.    

In November Falkirk Councilõs Community Services won the       

prestigious FC Celebrating Success Award for the Communities Along 

the Carron project, in the category of òCommunity Involvementó.    

In January 2010, CAC: From Aspirations to Action (also LEADER and 

council funded) will feature promotional events, public forums on 

water issues, research walks, etc and an updated report by September 

while the community group gets on its feet.  Litter was identified as a 

major issue in the consultations; a major clean up campaign along the 

19.8 miles of River Carron pathways will therefore be the focus of 

Falkirkõs April KSB Spring Clean in 2010.   

We are planning to take with us a message from the people of 

Falkirk and have been busy producing a banner containing all these 

separate messages.  We spent a successful day on Falkirk High 

Street talking to people about our trip to Copenhagen and collecting 

photos of people with their personal message to the world leaders.  

     We have also been out to visit local groups including the      

Hallglen Youth and Environment Group who spent a whole evening 

creating their wonderful messages to add to our     banner.   We are 

now  putting the final touches to our banner before making the long 

trek by train and coach to Copenhagen. If you want to see our   

banner before it sets off for Copenhagen, we will also be taking it to 

Glasgow on Saturday 5 December as part of Stop Climate Chaosõ 

annual climate change march ð you would be more than welcome to 

join us there. See www.the-wave.org.uk/

scotland for more information. 

     We will be reporting back 

on our trip in the next issue but 

if you canõt wait until then, you 

can follow us on  Twitter.    

 
                             ~  Corrie Cuthbertson 

                     Friends of the Earth Falkirk 

Friends of the Earth 

Falkirk takes to the 

streets to collect   

messages from local 

people for world   

leaders at UN climate 

talks:   In early December, 

governments from around 

the world will be meeting in 

Copenhagen, Denmark to 

discuss efforts to tackle global warming. The 12-day UN meeting will 

establish a successor to the Kyoto protocol, with the aim of preventing 

global warming.  Time is running out for us to stop global CO2 levels 

rising and the outcome of this meeting will be crucial to whether we 

can halt climate 

change before it 

runs out of control. 

     We need to put 

pressure on governments to find fair solutions to the climate crisis. We 

believe that rich industrialised nations which have historically emitted 

the most greenhouse gases must agree to urgent and dramatic cuts in 

their emissions right NOW. We also want to see these cuts  

being made domestically and not just offset overseas and for the 

developed world to commit to helping the poorer nations cope 

with the consequences of climate change which they are       

experiencing right now. 
     Members of Friends of the Earth Falkirk will be travelling to Copen-

hagen to be part of a human flood of people from all over Europe,  

lending their voice to the gathering of people outside the conference. 

Cllr. John McNally  

Ward 3:      Denny & Banknock 

Scottish National Party 

Surgery Hours:    

Mondays 6-7 pm                                                         

Heritage Rooms ~13 Milton Row ~  Dunipace 

1st Tuesday every Month 5.30 -6pm                              

Fankerton Hall 

Fridays during school terms 5.30 -6pm                            

Nethermains Primary School 

email:    john.mcnally@falkirk.gov.uk  

 

House visits  

arranged.  

 

01324 506282 

OFF TO COPENHAGEN!  
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COMMUNITIES  

. . .TO ACTION!  To get involved in this exciting grassroots  

project, email cmcc.christine@blueyonder.co.uk  or call     

Michelle at 01324 824843.  We are particularly interested in   

hearing from  groups, schools and businesses who wish to help    

organise  litter events for April, along their section of the river.  Free 

CAC Green Maps are available at one stop shoppes and libraries. 

http://www.the-wave.org.uk/scotland
http://www.the-wave.org.uk/scotland
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SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT!  Success stories  

Do you have a green success story to share?  Deadline: 15th  February for Spring issue.  

Jupiter Centre    began 
in 1991 as a joint      
p r o j e c t  b e t w e e n     
Scottish Wildlife Trust 
and the chemical giant 
ICI.  The aim was to 
transform a piece of 
derelict land owned at 
the time by ICI into 
ñScotlandôs biggest 
wildlife    gardenò.  The 
site was railway sidings 

in the 1960s and later became the yards of a DIY warehouse 
in the 1980s.   

Over the last 18 years a huge amount of habitat creation 
work has taken place ï with a surprising diversity of habitats 
crammed into Jupiterôs 4 hectares. These include ponds and 
wetlands, woodlands, grasslands and demonstration wildlife 
gardens. For being so urban this supports an amazing      
diversity of species. Over 360 species of plant and over 50 
species of bird have been recorded. It is probably one of the 
best examples of the reclamation of industrial land for wildlife 
conservation in Scotland. 

The reserve was closed to the public in 2005 and 2006 due 
to a lack of on site staff. Since re-opening in 2006 Jupiter has 
been going from strength to strength. There has been a huge 
amount of re-development work to improve both the          
infrastructure for visitors and the quality of the habitats. This 
will be continuing over the next 8 months thanks to a grant 
from Falkirk Environment Trust.   

Jupiter Urban Wildlife Centre:    WINTER EVENTS     
LIMITED PLACES FOR ALL EVENTS: BOOK TO AVOID                

DISAPPOINTMENT!  

 The annual Jupiter Mid - Winter Lantern Parade. Sunday 
13th December 1.00 ñ5.00pm 3rd annual Mid Winter Lantern 

Procession, better than ever before!  Construct wonderful willow 

& tissue paper lanterns to celebrate mid winter. Finish with a 

walk in the woods, lit by your new creation. Please bring a torch.                                                                  

Bird Watching at Kinneil Kerse Saturday 16th  January 
2010, 10.30am - 12.30noon  Visit Scottish Wildlife Trust hide 

at Kinneil Kerse ~ birds feeding on the mud flats. Please bring 

binoculars + we have plenty to share. Note that this event does 

not take place at Jupiter Urban Wildlife Centre  

Wear stout footwear and dress for the weather.  All children under 16 

must be accompanied by an adult.     For more information please contact 

the Jupiter Ranger Stephen Owen on 01324 486475                                       

or email jupiterranger@swt.org.uk.  

A wide variety of different groups use Jupiter for 
formal and informal and informal environmental 
education. In particular the school education    
program has really taken off again. The reserve is 
an ideal location for children to get some of their 
first experiences of nature and wildlife.   

Jupiter is open to the public Monday to Friday 10 
am ï 5pm. There are plenty of fun self led        
activities for families. The reserve is also open 
some weekends for frequent special events. 
These are often popular and have covered all 
kinds of fun topics, such as animal tracks and 
signs, weaving living willow, natural art and 
bushcraft skills.   

Scottish wildlife Trust entered into a partnership at 
Jupiter in 2006 with BTCV Scotland who now run 
the famous Jupiter wildflower nursery. BTCV also 
run a Green Gym on site.  For more info on    
Jupiter (including events, education programs and          
volunteering) please contact Stephen Owen,     
Scottish Wildlife Trust Jupiter Ranger on 01324 
486 475 or jupiterranger@swt.org.uk 

JUPITER CENTREñSTRENGTH TO STRENGTH  

Please note, these are not drop in activities.  To make the most of the session 

please arrive at the beginning.  All our events are free!  As SWT is a charity, 

we welcome donations, suggested rate is £2 per person. 

mailto:jupiterranger@swt.org.uk


                      NEW LEAF NEWS  

aŀƴŘŀƭŀ ά[ƛǘǘƭŜtƛƴŜ5ŀƭŀέ ōȅ {Ƙŀwƛ .ǊƻƻƪǎΦ  

Use approved.  http://womandalas.blogspot.com/ 

NOT EASY 

BEING 

GREEN                                               

A World Out of    

Balance... 
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On holiday in the Highlands, we stop on a Saturday  afternoon 

to take pictures of a new local primary school.  Admiring the 

architecture, I walk right up to the environmental art near the 

front entrance  - a log on which are perched various lifesize 

replicas of wildlife, obviously carved by a gifted artist.  

 I comment, getting back in the car, that one would not be 

able to come so close to such a school off hours in the Falkirk 

area; it would necessarily be fenced in and protected against          

vandalism and the artwork would be at risk.  He notes that it 

is this way in all cultures...the further out into a rural area, the 

fewer the people, the less the need for barbed wire defence of     

aesthetic expression.   

Yet, urban areas, the world over, suffer from breakage, theft, 

dismantling, graffiti.  We ponder as we drive through the   

autumn leaves, what is it about humanity that, the greater   

the  numbers into which it gathers and dwells,  the less the  

general regard for its surroundings, the more the instinct in 

some to destroy?  Is it some weird survival mechanism? A 

response to the stress of living in large numbers?    Are we, as  

 

ko.yaa.nis.katsi (from the Hopi language), 

n. 1. crazy life. 2. life in turmoil. 3. life dis-

integrating. 4. life out of balance. 5. a state 

of life that calls for another way of living.   

"Birds sing faster in the cities        

compared to forests.             

The forest birds sing low           

and they sing slow."                 

ñHans Slabbekoorn, Leiden University Belgium 

Complementary Therapies                 

by Aromaway                                                        

Therapeutic Massage    ~Aromatherapy                                                                                         

Massage in Schools  Programme                                                                                                          

Reiki  ~(traditional & facial)  ~Reflexology                                                                                     

~Indian Head                                             

TRACY MCNEIL      01324 825578  

BAINSFORD BURN POLLUTION            

GETS ATTENTION  

Movement has begun on the pollution problem at the Bainsford Burn, 

which was sited in 2006 by SEPA for oil and silt contamination.  In October, 

Cllr David Alexander called a multi agency meeting at Abbotsford House to 

discuss the situation.  A way forward has been agreed.  Falkirk Environment 

Trust will assist The Carron Connect Partnership (TCCP) in seeking    

funding from SEPA for a feasibility study.  The study will outline the work 

needed and will be completed shortly.  TCCP will then apply to FET and 

other funders to fund the rehabilitation of the waterway.    

This will have a direct impact on the quality of life both in the Burn and the 

River Carron, so is of great interest in connection with the ongoing     

Communities Along the Carron project.  At this stage it is difficult to put a 

time line on the Bainsford Burn project but 1 to 2 years would seem     

realistic, depending on how much work needs to be done and how much 

funding is required.   

TCCP is a volunteer conservation group located in Bainsford which       

recently received Awards for All funding for office equipment and some 

consultation work. They have opened a new office at 2 Mungal Place,  

Bainsford FK2 7RP. They are currently exploring a greener garden project 

which aims to improve the garden aid currently provided by Falkirk Council 

by engaging with residents on better use of their personal green space.  For 

more info contact Alex Russell at 01324 623399, email at                        

russellalex25@yahoo.co.uk. 

John Muir described, òtired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized        

peopleó?  Is this a manic response to high frequencies? (I donõt  

pretend to have an answer but can only offer my frustrated visual 

koyaaniskatsi speculation below.)   

One thing I do know: itõs not just about boredom as some say; 

boredom can lead to restlessness but not necessarily to rage.  

And I do see rage in this kind of relentless destruction of com-

munity property.  Whatõs this about?     ~  Michelle McCallum, Editor  
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mailto:russellalex25@yahoo.co.uk
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 green kids  

Got a school green project? Contact the editor!  

Itõs all starting to happen on the Helix! 

With plans to create a 300-hectare community greenspace between 

Falkirk and Grangemouth rapidly take shape, the project has        

embarked on a fresh round of public consultation.  A very energised 

ôHelix is Happeningõ public event took place at Forth Valley College in 

late November. Members of the public were given the chance to 

view the latest masterplan and register their comments. 

The project recently announced plans to create an even better    

setting for the unique Kelpie heads as part of its proposed canal    

redevelopment.  Subject to the necessary approvals, the Helix will 

install a full-length canal extension from the existing Forth & Clyde 

canal down to a new Sea Lock on the River Carron.  The canal    

extension will see the creation of a new tunnel which will take the 

canal and its towpath under the M9 and into a specially constructed 

lock and basin where the Kelpies will be positioned.  One of the 

Kelpies will move to displace the water required to operate the canal 

lock.  Both Kelpies will face in a south-easterly direction, showing 

them off to their best advantage and also making them easier to    

access on foot.  

Helix Trust chief executive, Colin Armstrong, said: 

òThese are exciting times for everyone involved in 

The Helix. The vital months spent refining our 

canal options have delivered an even better     

outcome than originally envisaged.  We will now 

be moving full steam ahead to obtain the         

necessary planning permissions.  We look forward 

to engaging with the local community over the 

coming months as we build towards initial works 

in the first half of 2010.ó  

As well as the Kelpies and improved canal links, 

phase one of the development will offer the    

communities of Falkirk and Grangemouth a central 

park with a lagoon; paths and cycle networks    

connecting local neighbourhoods; new woodland     

areas and public artworks. Work is due to be 

completed in 2013.  The £45 million project is 

being driven by a partnership of Falkirk Council, 

British Waterways Scotland and Central Scotland 

Forest Trust through the Helix Trust.   The     

project has been awarded a £25 million grant from 

The Big Lottery Fund as part of its Living       

Landmarks Programme, while significant funding 

and land has also been committed by Falkirk 

Council and British Waterways Scotland.  

How to Get Involved? The Helix Trust will be 

working closely with local communities to      

encourage people from all walks of life to play an 

active role in the creation, development and   

future running of the project.  There will be plenty 

of ways in which to get involved, whether itõs  

joining a design reference group or taking part in 

environmental and healthy lifestyle programmes.  

For further information on all volunteering      

opportunities, email: helixcommunity@falkirk.gov.uk 

or telephone: 01324 590718.    

BOTHKENNAR PRIMARY SCHOOL has had an exciting 

green year!  Its eco group has achieved a John Muir Level 1      

Discovery Award for its Tree Sparrow Project and a Level 2        

Explorer Award for participation in the Communities Along the 

Carron and Carron in the Classroom brown trout release       

projects. Not to be stopped while they are on a roll, they are now 

working toward their John Muir Level 3 Conserver Award,       

focusing on biodiversity along the canals in their area. 
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òI have seen some tree sparrows near 
where our bird boxes are, I think our 
nesting boxes are working.ó  Alice, P6 

Dear Farmer, . . .We have made lots of nesting 

boxes. . .could you take 5 boxes to hang around your 

farm?. . .We would be grateful if we could come and 

see them in spring. . .We think your farm is a    

fantastic place for tree sparrows to live. . .         

Yours sincerely, Bothkennar PS, P6 & P7   

They involved the 

local community in 

their effort to help an 

endangered species... 

mailto:helixcommunity@falkirk.gov.uk
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Free notice board ñFebruary 15th deadline for Spring issue. All 

communities in Falkirk area welcome.  First come first serve!  

Bring your own blue tac or stick pins!  
Community  

Bulletin Board 

COME VISIT COMMUNITY GREEN INITIATIVEõS WEBSITE, THANKS TO 

CVS GROWING COMMUNITIES FUNDING!                              

www.cgiscotland.org  

CVSñCouncil for the Voluntary 

Sectorñserves the Falkirk area to 

support the voluntary sector   

locally and support community 

development.  Volunteer Centre, 

Hosts Free Workshops and 

Events.  Funding available through 

Growing Communities Fund. For 

more information:   

info@cvsfalkirk.org.uk  

http://www.cvsfalkirk.org.uk 

NEW LEAF NEWS DEADLINE:  15th February f or Spring 

Issue:  We welcome volunteer writers, photographers,   

artists & interviewers. (We have a list of possible            

assignments and welcome YOUR ideas!)  We also welcome 

advertisers   (See Page 20)                                                

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk  

CFSLA Payroll Lottery:  Applications to the CFSLA 

(Clackmannanshire, Falkirk & Stirling Local Authorities) Payroll 

Lottery can be made at anytime. The committee meets 4 or 5 

times annually to decide on applications received.  Approximately 

£8000 is disbursed annually to local community groups and    

charities, mainly to buy equipment.  We also support the       
fundraising efforts of our members in each council, police, Fire & 

Assessors services.  More information will shortly be available 

from our new website.  For application forms and guidelines:  

Russell.Taylor@centralscotland -vjb.gov.uk  

Greenvoice.com : a 

dynamic new website for 

green campaigning ~ free 

web space for environ-

mental 

groups  ~   

publish  

your 

cause ~  discuss &     

collaborate w/ supporters 

Greenvoice.com 

walks their talk!   

www,greenvoice.com        

Adult Learning ~ computing ~ drugs ~ cookery ~ reading ~ 

writing ~ democracy in our society ~ health issues that  

affect you & your community. To find out more about 

learning opportunities in your area phone Anne Campbell 

on 01324 504260, Denny Community Education Centre, 

Duke St, Denny. 

Community Health 
Partnership Meetings in 
your area!   Denny/
Bonnybridge and     
Larbert/Stenhousemuir       
Info on dates/times: 
david.cairns@nhs.net 

 WASP Local Heritage Group meets once a month 
on a Friday afternoon between 2 -4 pm at Denny High 
School. Student led, covers a wide range of activities  
including walks, guest speakers and various projects.      
If you are interested, phone the WASP office on 01324 
822895. 

DECEMBER:   BTCV FIRST AID 

TRAINING  

Health & Safety Executive First Aid at Work 

14 December ñ16 December (3 days)     

9.00-4.30 (sit assessment 4th day)        

@ BTCV, Balallan House, Stirling  

Certified theoretical & practical course.    

Certificate and First Aid Manual.  No        

experience necessary.  £178 (or £89 for 

Scotland Associated Groups)    

CONTACT:  Scotland-Training@btcv.org.uk 

   01786 479697 

Green Flag Award: Now open for applications 

from Scotland.  If your organisation is interested in 

applying   (now or in the future), contact Paul Todd, 

Award Scheme Manager: 

paul.todd@keepbritaintidy.org  

Application round opened 02-11-09;                  
Application deadline-01/01/10;                          

Judging of sitesñApril &  May 2010.                 

Application details:                                            

http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/Awards/ 

FRIENDS OF CALLENDAR PARK COMMITTEE has formed!  

With a grant from FC, aspirations are to assist in improve-

ments to Callendar Park by highlighting where work would 

best be done to improve facilities and environment.  New 

members welcome.  Contact Dan Mailer at                      

eastburn94@yahoo.co.uk  

Friends of CGI New Leaf 

News & user groups of 

Heritage Rooms             

13 Milton Row, Dunipace, stop by 

for a wee Christmas celebration              

17th Dec. 8-10pm.                    

Potluck snack buffet, bring a little 

something for the festive table!                                    

For more info:                               

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:david.cairns@nhs.net
mailto:paul.todd@keepbritaintidy.org
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/GreenFlag/Awards/ApplyForAward/Default.aspx
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If you are a community group of any kind operating in the 

Falkirk Council Area, and have an idea for an environmental 

project, please contact Arthur Berg on 01324 504816  

info@fet.org.uk                                www.fet.org.uk  

Back to project, license from SEPA has arrived for phase 3 and 

funding in place so weather permitting we can carry it out this 

year. Unfortunately the weather was very wet but we still had 

the boulders delivered to Dyke Farm hoping that the weather 

would change. The weather did clear up and we had to     

approach the Forth District Salmon Fishery Board for       

permission to work until the end of September, this has been 

granted so a big thanks to Patrick Fothringham for his support. 

16/09/09    River has dropped to a good level which enabled 

us to do electro fish. The ground is still too wet for machinery 

to travel on it. 

21/09/09    Ground has dried sufficiently to allow work to 

begin, mad rush now on and after a few hectic days we are 

almost finished. 

24/09/09    60 tonnes of mixed gravel arrives for gravel beds. 

3 gravel bed sites have been selected and pegged out, these 

had all been planned beforehand. Gravel beds in, all we can do 

is wait and see if we get any residents in them (trout, salmon 

and invertebrates). The only thing left to do is fence the    

unfenced area and this is being attended to. 

A big thanks to all those who helped make this project      

happen, as the list of names would be too long to mention!     

   ~ George Mackintosh, Secretary  SAPA 

Slamannan Angling and Protective             

Association Habitat Improvement          

River Avon:  An Update from SAPA 
 

2009 has been 

a very busy 

year for our 

project with 

funding     se-

cured, Phase  2 

funded by FET 

through Landfill 

C o m m u n i t y 

Fund and Forth 

Fishery Trust. 

Phase 3 funded by FET Landfill Community Fund and SEPA 

Restoration Fund. 

Some notes on a riparian  projecté  
 

15/06/09    Work begins on phase 2, placing boulders at 

each of the pegs, this takes approximately 3 days. 

23/06/09    Long  boom 17 meter track machine arrives 

on site, work begins and progresses quickly once the team 

get into the swing of things. Stone work should finish by 

the end of the week. 

06/07/09    Work begins fencing off unfenced area, I am 

happy as the fence is a good distance back from the river, 

leaving a good wildlife corridor once it re-vegetates. I 

would advise any small group looking for funding to ask 

Art Berg of FET for advice. Our area in Falkirk has a great 

deal of funding opportunities from Falkirk Council and the 

CVS, all of these people are more than willing to help with 

a good project. 

How 

about a 

Santa 

Cruise?  

The Seagull 

Trust provides 

free canal cruis-

ing for those 

with special needs, families and anyone who likes getting out 

on the water for soothing òcanal therapyó.  The Trust is   

always looking for more folks to join the 120+ volunteers in 

the Falkirk District, running about 4200 local cruises annually.  

They provide full training for volunteers, including Royal 

Yachting Association qualifications. Wheelchair friendly,    

volunteers can be young or old and may also have disabilities.  

Falkirk has 3 boats now, two are for free day trips and one is 

a 6-berth holiday boat  with a daily management fee.    

During December the group provides Santa Cruises, taking  

children from the Falkirk Wheel to a specially created  grotto 

where the young ones can meet Santa and get a present.  In 

2008 over 200 children took the cruise which has been going 

now for 3 years.   Call SEAGULL TRUST to volunteer, book a cruise 

or schedule a Santa Cruise:  01324 623 868.    

mailto:info@fet.org.uk
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Craig McKechnie 

is so passionately       

preoccupied as Artistic       

Director of Delta Art 

Studios (Lochland Estate, 

Larbert), providing a  

resource to scores of  

talented creative souls 

(adult and child artists 

and audience) who really 

need what he offersé 

that one almost forgets 

that he is himself a     

significant Scottish artist.  

If he were not, he would not have the perception and skill 

to    envision and put together such a venue.  The artist 

who can create a body of work that really speaks to people 

and yet has also successfully  administeredñand ministered 

toña 12,000 sq foot gathering of artists for the past six 

years in Larbert is a powerful natural resource.   

In a rare visit into the inner sanctumñthe wee studio 

down the long corridor where he takes time for his 

own art (as he has  done every day from age 9)ñ

McKechnie shows me elements in progress for a one 

man show he is putting together for 2010.  

McKechnie explores a theme over time, in various 

forms, perspectives and scale.  He likes to experiment 

with a wide range of materials, often recycling surfaces 

and    textures (rubber, veneer, plastic) that are        

unexpectedñworking both with manmade and natural 

òfoundó materials (òI feel I am protecting wee bits of     

nature.ó).  His current exploration is a speculation on    

destruction, evolution and preservation, working with òface 

as landscapeó and   the  human being  (psyche and skin) as  

conduit  for  that  which intrudes, that which emerges if not 

repressed.   Through a series of three   dimensional pieces,   

LANDSCAPES AND FACES:  

he is also bringing to life a vision/dream he has had of   

mummification of an ancient salmon as an extinct species, 

discovered by humans who live on a future version of planet 

earth in which they donõt even know what a fish is.  He is 

working with representational fragments of human form, 

skeletal fish shapes, words-as-art-form and other enigmatic 

natural forms lashed together. 

This brief visit to his studio gives a glimpse into a body of  

work which is stunning and thought provoking, layers of 

intriguing textures and boxes of playfully òsecret thingsó.  

Most of the room is covered over in sheets of white      

paper...Iõm only given glimpses, a corner here, a fanning of 

pages there...  If all of this sounds rather metaphoric and 

provocative, it is because McKechnieõs work is actually a 

visual kind of poetry.   

Part of the secret behind McKechnieõs focus is that, from 

age 15 for 6 years he spent several weeks a year at a monas-

tery in northern Scotland, escaping from Glasgow life and 

studying under an artist monk who instilled in him total   

discipline.  For example, if Craig showed up  at  6.05      

instead   of 6.00am,  he was not  allowed access to the art 

studio for the rest of the day.   His work was critiqued 

òfairly but with no mercyó by his 

teacher and McKechnie spent  
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