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The environment is everything that isn't me.  - Albert Einstein  

 

Community Green Initiative  

NEW LEAF NEWS IS FREE!                     
Please take a copy home and pass it to a 
friend when youõve finished reading it! 

 We also need volunteers to distribute copies in YOUR area  τ  

please call 01324 824843 if you have a good location to leave 

5τ25 copies each quarter, or if you would like to regularly    

distribute to a group of friends, neighbours or clients.       

THANK YOU TO THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE RESPONDED!              

FREE ONLINE FULL COLOUR SUBSCRIPTION:  http://www.cgiscotland.org 

 

EXTENDED DESIRE PATH 

PHOTO COMPETITION  

DEADLINE 21st SEPTEMBER             
Donõt miss it!    Ã50 prize and 

publication! See pages 2-3 

River Carron Expo Day 

29th September                 

Info on Page 13 
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CGIõS  DESIRE PATHS   project 

òDesire path: the route people have  chosen  to 

take across an open place,  making a human     

pattern  upon the landscape.ó    ~LS Chang                                                                                                                             

The 3rd annual CGI Community Calendar (2011) 

will feature 12 òdesire pathsó of  Dunipace, Denny, Fankerton & Stoneywood  -  

popular footpaths which are part of the beautiful green network of this commu-

nity.  Members of the community selected the paths and are currently providing 

anecdotal information on the pathsõ heritage, history and biodiversity. This pro-

ject is sponsored by a grant from Earlsburn Wind Farm Community Benefit 

Fund. 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST:   12 paths for 12 months  

   Deadline Extended to 21st Sept 2010                                              
13 Winners ðFeatured in 2011 Calendar                                                                   

Cover Winner £50 Prize  (See list on page 3 of  paths to photograph) 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  on competition rules  and details                                                                                    

Contact Community Green Initiative (CGI)

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk     01324 824843 

COVER PHOTO by Rachel McNeil © 2010       

òMushrooms on George Skeltonõs Memorial Pathó 

C G I  P A T H  P A R T Y !                               
Dunipace to Denny HS Come and join us on   

Sunday 26th September from 1-4pm to celebrate the      

improvement of the path from Rosebank to Denny High 

School.  Meet us at Meadow Court entrance to Rosebank Community 

Woodland at 1pm to travel the route to Denny High School or join us 

along the way. Fun, Games, Prizes & Refreshments at Denny High 

School until 4pm.  Come on your bike, on foot, with your dog, in your 

wheelchair, in your pram, on your trike.  All path users are welcome.  If 

you are  coming by car please consider parking at Denny High School or 

in Denny. Funding for the improvement of the path came from Central 

Scotland Forest Trust, Falkirk Council, Falkirk Environment Trust,   

Scottish Natural Heritage and SUSTRANS Scotland. This project has 

been partially funded by the Scottish Government and the European 

Community, Forth Valley & Lomond Local Action Group, LEADER 2007

-2013 Programme.  For more info: cmcc.christine@blueyonder.co.uk.  

PATH PARTY! Sunday 26th Sept              
1-4pm come one come all!  

CGI is very grateful to Lightways of Larbert, which has contributed 

generously to the event and to other CGI initiatives.  
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For all walks of life  

Living Streets Scotland (LLS) helps Dunipace  

Get its People Out Onto the Paths  

- Kirstie Henderson 

Living Streets Scotland is 

the national charity that 

stands up for   pedestrians. 

With our supporters we 

work to create safe,    

attractive and enjoyable 

streets, where people 

want to walk.  We work 

with professionals and 

politicians to make sure 

every community can  

enjoy   vibrant streets and 

public spaces. 

As Engaging Communities 

Officer for Living Streets 

Scotland, my role is to 

enable groups of local 

people to get changes 

made to their local envi-

ronments so they can promote walking.  In May 2010 I came along to 

meet representatives from the Community Green Initiative and Car-

ronvale Tenants and Residents Association of Dunipace, to talk about 

the ideas behind the project and what support it provides: 

Living Streets has been working with our supporters for over 80 years 

to create safe, attractive and enjoyable streets where  people want to 

walk.   

Over the last few decades our towns and cities have become increas-

ingly choked with traffic and this has had a negative impact on our 

health, environment and sense of community.  For example the rise in 

obesity is a real problem that has been partly caused by our inactive 

lifestyles.  Governments are beginning to take action on cutting CO2 

emissions; it is a priority that requires action at all levels. Perceptions 

      [Continuted on page 4] 

CALLING ALL PHOTOGRAPHERS!
Beginners, long time photographers, semi-professionals, children, 

teenagers or adults may enter CGIõS DESIRE PATHS OF             

DUNIPACE AND DENNY Photography Competition  ñ as long as 

you reside within Falkirk District. Professional photographer David 

Loney will judge the entries.  Community groups have    selected 12 

of the beautiful footpaths in our community to feature in our 2011 

community calendar.  We seek photos of paths,  people, flora, 

fauna, etc. taken along the 12 footpaths chosen.  Extended dead-

line for photos is 21st September, winning photos   chosen by 

end of September.  13 winners: 12 winners featured in the calendar 

along with credit to the photographer; overall winner featured 

on the cover + £50 prize . You may enter up to 24 digital photos 

as you wish. The following are the paths.  If you would like a tour 

guide or have any questions about them, email                                   

andrewmclagan007@btinternet.com or phone Michelle at 824843 

or email us at communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk. 

The 12 Desire Paths (mileages = round trip): 

1  Red Brae/Fankerton Path ð From the top of Barnego Road in      

Dunipace, path takes you into Fankerton (Johnsonõs Park) past such 

attractions as Glenhead Cottage, Ladyõs Leap, Red Brae, ending at 

Fankerton Hut, (Est 1 ¼ miles) 

2  BMX Track to Fankerton Path ð From the BMX track to Fankerton Hut, 

this path takes you under the motorway along the River Carron past an old 

cemetery and the old ògumbooó where paper mills once dumped their 

waste. Beautiful nevertheless! (Est 1¾ miles)   

3  Old Gala Park Path ð Popular path in what is officially called Herbertshire 

Castle Park (castle burned down in 1914, ruins removed in the 1950s). 

Circular path includes great dog walking, football pitch, playpark.  River 

Carron runs alongside this park. (Est ½ mile) 

4  CGI Murals Path ð From mural underpass under Stirling Street in Dunipace, 

follow old railway line footpath to mural underpass near Broad Street.  
Includes foot bridges over Avon Burn and River Carron onto Winchester Ave 

path.  Very popular walking and cycling path recently upgraded w/ new 

lighting, ramps, surfacing. (Est ¾ mile) See page 2, PATH PARTY! 

5  Cherry Trees/Chasefield Woods Path ð Circular route from the lane of 

cherry trees that runs between Denny Town House and Station Masters 

House on Glasgow Road, heading east past Denny HS into Chasefield 

Woods and back. (Est 3 ¼ miles)   

6  George Skeltonõs Roman Road to Denny Path -  A favoured route of 

the late George Skelton (1941 ð 2010), much beloved local history & path 

enthusiast.  From Hills of Dunipace to the Roman road over the motorway, 

past lime works. ends at the Salt Pans.  (Est 3 miles)  

7  Denny Water Works/Meditation Path ð A nice quiet walk on which 

you may see locals stopping for a wee meditation.  Starts at Myothill Road to 

Denny Water Works up to the spine road. Crosses the motorway twice, ends 

at Sclandersburn Road.  (Est 1 ¾ miles)  

8  Winchester to Torwood Castle Path ð Starting at Dale Bridge,         

 Winchester Industrial Estates (bridge currently closed), up Denovan Road 
 past church house, turn left, head toward Thornadyke Quarry, follow 

 path to Torwood Castle ruin.  On the way see the ancient broch.         

 (Est 4.5 miles) 

9  Cherry Trees/Stoneywood Path - Circular route from the lane of cherry 

trees that runs between Denny Town House and Station Masters House on 

Glasgow Road, heading west along old railway line path into old Gala Park 

(Est  2 ½ miles)   

10   Rosebank Community Woodland Path ð Along the old railway line, 

from the foot bridge over the Avon Burn at Allan Crescent up to the old spur 

road, follow the Avon Burn into the woodland, arriving back at Anchor Hotel 
on Stirling Street.  Includes the floodplain of immense biodiversity at the top 
of Northfield Road which the Denny community saved from a housing  

development proposal in 2009. (Est 2 miles) 

11 Loch Coulter Path ð VERY ARDUOUS TRAIL, NOT FOR BEGINNERS. Starts 

at the bus terminus at Northfield Quary Road, heads up to Middle Barnego 

Farm at the top of Barnego Road. Follows a recognized track to Topp Barnego 
Farm which is a ruin. Uses a vague path to Loch Coulter and the Cairn. Great 
vantage points for several amazing views. Includes the loch, Bronze Age fortifica-

tion, panoramic views of the loch, Carron Valley, you can see Fife, Lothians, 
Central Region, Ben Lomond, Strathclyde, farms, etc. Then head down towards 
Burnhouse Farm on a recognized track, passing the farm, Hannay Cauld (a well) 
and a castle keep. Then down back to the Northfield Quary Road at the bottom 

of Loudenõs Glen, walk back to your vehicle. (Recommended proper footwear, 
etc. Dogs must be under strict control due to farm animals.)  Approx 5 1/2 miles 

round trip.  

12  Planting Mill Road/Farmers Field Path ð Popular dog walking route. Start 

from Red Hoose Pub on Stirling Street, pass Heritage Rooms (home of CGI and 
Denny & Dunipace Heritage Society).  Follow historic Milton Row (home of 

former paper mill) to footpath crossing Planting Mill Road at Avon Burn, turn 

right, head along refurbished railway path toward River Carron footbridge.  
Before the bridge, turn left past big old tree into farmerõs field.  Desire line leads 
you around the field, past the point where Avon Burn & River Carron intersect 

(heron and kingfisher here, also bats, voles, otter, rabbits). Follow footpath to the 

stile, cross  barbed wire fence (careful!), back onto the footpath. (Est 5/8 mile) 
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SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT!  Success stories  

 

 On the 22nd July, 8         

volunteers from the Stewart 

Road Area Action group with 

the assistance of Falkirk 

Council cleared away 6 lorry 

loads of dumped household 

items and litter from the bin 

stores and backcourt area on 

the odd side of the street.  

Once all the bin stores were 

cleared the green bins     

cluttering up the   pavements 

to the front of the flats were 

moved back in. Letters have subsequently been sent to all residents with Special 

Uplift details encouraging them to help maintain the area in a good state.           

Many thanks to all those who took part for their efforts and hard graft which were 

very much appreciated and in particular Hania Smith (Anti-Litter Officer) for helping 

organise the event and liasing between the various council departments  involved 

and the local community volunteers.      - Ann Swanston, SRAAG 

NEWS FLASH!  Report from Hania Smith as we go to press!  A 2nd clean up was 

conducted by volunteers on 3rd Sept on the even side...the whole area is being very well 

kept now by the residents, for the most part.  This second event yielded much less rubbish, 

Provost Pat Reid was there, assisting the residents much to their appreciation.     ~Ed 

Living Streets Scotland, Continued from page 3  

that our neighbourhoods arenõt as safe or friendly as they used to be 

also need to be addressed.  We want to help redress the  balance 

and believe that by getting more people walking in their community 

and campaigning for safe, attractive and enjoyable streets we over-

come some of these major challenges.  

The case for walking:  

Walking has been described as the nearest thing to perfect exercise 

and is a great way for us to meet our recommended 30 minutes of 

daily activity levels. Itõs easy, safe and affordableéand most of us can 

do it by stepping outside our front door.      If more people are out 

and about walking in their neighbourhoods it will create a greater 

sense of communityémore people will be using local services and 

relying much less on their cars for short journeys.  This will help 

reduce congestion and make places feel safer.  People will be recon-

nected to the places they live and this will increase an awareness of 

their surroundings and whatõs going on around them. 

Community engagement:  

In Scotland our community engagement project is working with 

around 12 community groups as part of a roll out programme.  We 

are hoping CGI and CTRA will be part of this.  

Groups from deprived areas, in Fife, Midlothian, Dundee, Edinburgh, 

Glasgow and West Lothian are being supported.  They are using 

tools from a community empowerment toolkit called ôReclaim Your 

Streetsõ.  This has been written for local people so they can promote 

walking, assess their local environments and take action.  Split up 

into these three sections, there are a number of activities, ideas and 

templates that they can use with support of the project. 

By providing practical advice, workshops and training weõre enabling 

them to get involved and contribute to positive changes in their 

communities.  Working directly with local people, particularly those 

from harder to reach groups, means the project can provide support 

that is based on their own needs and circumstances.  

Initially funded until March 2010, results are showing that the project 

is making small but significant changes on the ground, from institut-

ing park and walk schemes to help improve the school run,   to sup-

porting communities to get back on their feet with user-friendly 

maps they can use to enjoy walking in their area.  School pupils in 

Dundee are now creating a DVD to talk about being involved in a 

pilot project to improve open spaces in their area.   

Over the next few months I will be working with the CGI and 

CTRA on the launch of the Denny Paths and a potential tree plant-

ing scheme in the Milton Row area in the Autumn. 

Training workshops can also be provided to local residents who are 

interested in reclaiming their streets and this opportunity is being 

opened up to members of CGI and CTRA.  If you would like to take 

part in this training and find out more please contact Kirstie on 0131 

243 2647 or email: Kirstie.henderson@livingstreets.org.uk 

To get the free toolkit or for more information on how to improve 

your streets and public spaces, go to                             

www.livingstreets.org.uk/scotland  

 Do you have a green success story to share 

for òSomething to Crow Aboutó?  Deadline: 

15th  November  for Winter issue.  

Stewart Road Area Action Group Holds Dramatic Litter Pick  

mailto:Kirstie.henderson@livingstreets.org.uk
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Herbertshire  Junior                                 

Highland Games   

Saturday 18th September  

At Dunipace Primary School grounds.  Traditional Team & 

Open Events, games & stalls! Fun for the whole family!  

12.30 start, after parade.   Pitches available for clubs & 

groups in Dunipace and Denny area, commercial 

pitches also  available. DEADLINE TO RESERVE A PITCH 

10TH SEPTEMBER.  If you are   interested in joining H-GO 

or for more information:  lottery_russell@hotmail.com   

www.herbertshiregames.org.uk  

LETõS SCARE UP SOME LITTER! 

Old Gala Park    

Halloween  

Saturday  

30th October                              

10am ~ 1pm       

Denny & Dunipace  Fancy Dress                           

Community Litter Clean Up                                            

Meet us near the playing field ñ  

Bring the family!    

Spooky Treasure Hunt! Party after in 

Heritage Rooms 13 Milton Row        

Equipment & Refreshments Provided                

Sponsored by CGI & Litter Strategy    

communitygreeninitiative@yahoo.co.uk       

01324 824843 

Stirlingõs Broomridge        

Community Council 

Beautification Project 
Members and residents who planted and 

care for the flower barrels along Pike 

Road were invited to tea with Fergus 

Wood, Stirling Provost in Old Viewforth 

on Tuesday August 17th.  

Fergus Wood welcomed everyone and 

gave a short speech about how important it is for groups such as 

Broomridge Community Council to promote Stirling to look attractive 

for both its residents and visitors to Stirling. He thanked the members 

of the community on behalf of Stirling Council for their hard work and 

hoped they will continue it into the future. Stirling High School's Eco 

Project grew some seedlings which were planted in the barrels.  The 

Provost then presented everyone with a small memento;                      

a brooch illustrating that Stirling is the heart of Scotland. Everyone   

present was delighted with the recognition and thanked Provost Wood. 

To view the barrels:  www.broomridgecommunitycouncil.org.uk  

Some of the group along with Councillors 

Ian Brown and Corrie McChord.  
Cllr. John 

McNally  

Ward 3:            

Denny & Banknock 

 

 

Scottish National Party 

Surgery Hours:    

Mondays 6-7 pm                                                              

Heritage Rooms ~13 Milton Row ~  Dunipace 

1st Tuesday every Month 5.30 -6pm                              

Fankerton Hall 

Fridays during school terms 5.30 -6pm                            

Nethermains Primary School 

email:    john.mcnally@falkirk.gov.uk  

House visits arranged.                        

01324 506282 

PRIZES FOR  òSCARIESTó,   òFUNNIEST ó and                                       

òBest Costume made from Recycled Stuff !ó   

Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult 

Funding from Earlsburn Wind 

Farm Community Benefit Fund 

and Falkirk Council 
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RCFMG Report from 

Our Man on the River  

Angler and environmental  consultant  

Tony Harris will give NLN readers a   

quarterly report on the health of the River 

Carron and its tributaries. 

into the Red Burn, the main tributary of the Bonny Water. This prob-

lem was sorted within 24hrs by SEPA. The Bonny Water was running 

dirty grey for about 1-2 weeks before it was reported by us during a 

survey.  We are in early discussions to remove or reroute a section 

of pipe located upstream of the Falkirk Road Bridge which is an ob-

struction for migratory fish on the Bonny Water.  

Pollution at Boards Quarry:  The earlier April surveys this year 

by FCE Consultants found a major pollution incident at the Boards 

Quarry, Northfield, Dunipace. The operator had been releasing oil 

and diesel into the Boards Burn (a sub tributary of the Avon Burn) 

for 1-2 years via the quarry whin dust settling ponds.  The quarry 

settling ponds were full of oil and diesel and the burn was heavily 

polluted by this incident ð every 

stone in the burn was covered with 

oil film and every- thing in the burn 

for up to 250m downstream of the 

settling ponds outlet was dead ð includ-

ing all aquatic inver- tebrates, fish and 

plant life.  SEPA investigated this 

problem immedi- ately and in July the 
operator eventually located a broken 

leaking underground oil pipe that was 

running into the s e t t l i n g 

ponds.  The pipe has been fixed and the 

se t t l i n g  p on ds cleaned up.  The 

burn will take 2-3 years to recover fully and the oil to biodegrade. 

Reservoir Compensation Flows Investigation:  The river now 

only receives ¼ of the water it did before Carron Valley Dam and all 

other reservoirs were built. This has resulted in making fish passage 

over Ladyõs Leap waterfall very difficult due to the massive reduction 

in water flow over it, as the water is abstracted out of the catchment 

for drinking water purposes. We hope that the various agencies will 

allow us to make some rock modifications to reduce the difficulty of 

passage due to the limits they have put on the river water flow rate 

and allow more salmon and sea trout into Carron Glen which is a 

SWT Nature Reserve and SSSI site.  We are currently in early discus-

sions with various agencies to develop a project to make it easier for 

migratory fish to ascend the Ladyõs Leap Natural Waterfall.    We 

have  started investigations into   the  low compensation flows from 

certain reservoirs in the system in conjunction with SEPA.   

                                                 (Continued on page 7) 

The River Carron Fisheries Manage-

ment Groupõs aims are to improve 

the river corridor environment and enhance biodiversity of wildlife 

on the River Carron system.  RCFMG works to improve conserva-

tion of migratory and non-migratory fish stocks on the river system 

to  ensure it becomes a sustainable salmon, sea trout and brown 

trout fishery for the benefit of the rivers environment and the wild-

life it supports, and for the benefit of the general public who wish to 

enjoy the river and all it has to offer.  

Since our last report in the Summer NLN, we have been very busy!  

Our website will be up and running shortly:  www.RCFMG.co.uk and 

we have produced the òRCFMG River Carron DVD 2010ó.  We 

held a fundraiser in June at Wellsfield Wellsfield Trout Fishery and 

raised £500 for the RCFMG. The event included a BBQ, Casting 

Competitions, Fishing Competition with hundreds of great prizes 

and a good raffle.  We will have a presence at the 29th September 

CATCA River Carron Expo Day.   

Some, but not all, of what we have accomplished since June: 

Bonny Water:  In June / July 2010 the RCFMG has helped clean up 

the Bonny Water (largest tributary of the River Carron) by report-
ing and initiating the removal of 20 tonnes of sewer debris out of the 

Bonnybridge sewer system that has been blocked and overflowing 

and polluting the burn for over 2 years. Over 500m of the burn was 

cleaned up as well removing sewerage, rags, etc from the burn bed 

and banks.  Scottish Water did the clean up in conjunction with 

SEPA (Scottish Environmental Protection Agency). This was a big 

milestone for our group and the Bonny Water is flowing much 

clearer now.  We also reported to SEPA in April about an incident 

where  the Dunswood STP  was discharging  raw   untreated sewage 

The Helix project will improve the 300     

hectares of land, creating a new, vibrant green 

heart to the area between Falkirk and 

Grangemouth. In addition to the development 

of green spaces, walkways, environmental  

initiatives, development of local enterprises, 

education opportunities, and the like, a signifi-

cant element of the HELIX project involves the 

development and installation of a range of 

public art initiatives, including an earthworks of 

significant scale created from the excavations 

from other parts of the site. 

The Abbotshaugh sentinel is a major public 

arts project with community engagement at its 

heart. A client group of local residents from 

Langlees and Bainsford oversee the community 

involvement in the selection and engagement 

of the artist who will work with the wider 

community to design the earthwork.  

As the Helix project moves into the next 
phase the selected artist will work alongside 

Denys Candy,   an   international    community  

development facilitator during a week long 

unique, intensive design process.   

This week of joyous activity will take place 

during the first week in October in and 

around the Bainsford/ Langlees area. The 

local community will play host and invite 

the wider community of Falkirk to  be 

involved in an exciting pro-

gramme of cultural activities. 

People  will be encouraged 

to take part in art, photogra-

phy, outdoor pursuits and 

environmental projects,  

allowing them to expand 

their awareness of them-

selves and their  beloved 

(and sometimes not so   

beloved) surroundings, to   

re-experience their familiar 

home place in some way and 
then re-imagine those    

surroundings based on   

collective   insight.  

During 2011 they will have the unique and 

once in a lifetime opportunity to re-make 

their place as the sentinel takes shape, ensur-

ing the area as a wonderful gateway to the 

Helix.  For more information please contact 

Grace Macdonald, Head of Community    

Engagement, the Helix Trust, on 01324 

590718 or visit  www.thehelix.co.uk  

Helix is HappeningñRight Here and Now in Abbotshaugh! 

The HELIX Project has arranged for   

Denys Candy to be the keynote 

speaker for CATCAõs  RIVER     

CARRON EXPO DAY, 29th Sept 

11am, Grangemouth Town Hall.  Irish 

born and raised, Denys has lived in 

the USA for 34 years.  Not only is he 

a community development consultant, he is also a recorded 

songwriter.  He often uses the arts to generate broader  

involvement and action in community plans.  For more about 

Denys Candy and the Expo Day event, see page 13 herein or 

visit these websites:  www.communitypartner.org  

www.findtherivers.net                                                          

www.denyscandy.com 

http://www.thehelix.co.uk/
http://www.communitypartner.org/
http://www.findtherivers.net/
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RCFMG, Continued from page 6                                                
The long term  goal is to  install proper  flow recording     

devices,  pro-procedures   and reporting to ensure  Scottish 

Water  provides  the river with the compensation water flow 

rates as agreed in the SEPA CAR licence. 

Loch Coulter Burn Abstraction to Howietoun Fish 

Farm  We are currently in negotiations with SEPA, Scottish 

Water and Stirling University to agree an acceptable abstrac-

tion flow for the Howietoun Fish Farm from the Loch Coulter 

Burn (the main source of the Avon Burn) as 100% of the burns 

flow is currently abstracted by Howietoun Fishery at a rate of 

up to 11364 m3/day through a screw type penstock, routed 

through Howietoun and then fed down into the Bannockburn 

system, away from the River Carron system.  The  RCFMG has  

calculated that the Auchenbowie Burn requires 66% of this 

flow in order for salmon eggs, alevin, fry, parr, and smolts to 

survive in this tributary for 2-3 years before migrating to sea.    

We have proposed a new design and engineering modification 

to the weir at Milnholm Hatchery entrance, Auchenbowie to 

permanently provide the required flow in the Auchenbowie 

Burn and Avon Burn system which flows into the River Carron 

at Dunipace. It is known that the Loch Coulter compensation 

flow was set in the past to provide a minimum flow over the 

Headswood mill weir in Denny. 

Pollution Monitoring and Kick Sampling for Inverte-

brates We have started a full river system Pollution Monitor-

ing program and Kick Sampling Program for Invertebrates 

(aquatic insects) that live in the river. This is in partnership 

with SEPA and Falkirk Council Development Services. 5 of the 

group have been on the Riverfly Kick Sampling Training Course 

to meet SEPA national standards. SEPA have also asked the 

RCFMG to be one of two groups to take part in a national trial 

on Kick Sampling, being a newly formed group.                     

For more information contact tony@fceconsultants.co.uk 

Cllr Jim Blackwood  
Scottish Labour Party  
Ward 3, Denny & Banknock 

Office 01324506145        
Home 01324812489 
Email 
jim.blackwood@falkirk.gov.uk 

 

 
Surgery Schedule: 
Banknock Community Centre  
Every Monday 6.15pm till 7.00pm 
 

Fankerton Hall  
First Monday of the Month 5.15pm till 6.00pm 
 

Community Flat Bridge Crescent Denny  
First Thursday of the Month 6.00pm till 6.45pm 

 
Archibald Russell Centre Dennyloanhead  
First Thursday of the Month 7.00pm till 7.45pm 

 
Nethermains Primary School Denny  
Second Thursday of the Month 6.00pm till 6.45pm 

 
Allandale Bowling Club  
Last Friday of the Month 7.15 till 8.00pm 
 

HOUSE VISITS                             

BY                         

ARRANGEMENT 

Wildflower Identification                                       

Training Course Held  

Falkirk Council sponsored a wildflower identification training course on 17th 

and 18th July, as an opportunity to learn more about wild plants, their habitat 

and how to identify them. 

The weather was fairly kind to us and the first day was an  interesting stroll 

along some paths and meadows of Muiravonside Country Park with the  

botanist, Douglas McKean, identifying, examining and explaining differences 

between the various flowers, grasses and trees. No question on the subject 

was too challenging for our expert.  

The following day we got down to work, examining wildflowers under the 

microscope or eye glass and, using the key provided, we worked through the 

book to reach an identification. Later we gathered further samples, worked 

through the   process and explained to others any problems that arose in 

naming the plant. 

This was a well organised, totally absorbing weekend course and participants 

now have the opportunity and the basic equipment needed to identify wild 

plants in their natural habitat. 

In my case, I'm even more committed to wild plant conservation and      

planting, and I'm better able to plan a wildflower planting project at the    

entrance to Carron Glen in Fankerton. 

                                                                                               

  -Violet Kirkwood, Glenwood TRA Member,  

       Management Committee Member, 
Communities Along the Carron Association 

Wildflower Carpet Fiona Wishart © 2010 

http://uk.mc280.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tony@fceconsultants.co.uk
mailto:jim.blackwood@falkirk.gov.uk
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NOT EASY            

BEING 

GREEN   

bƻ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΧ ŀƴŘ 

not just the bees! 
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The reoccurring theme as we put this issue of NLN together 

seems to be NO BOUNDARIES.  I was struck by the spirit of         

networking that is going on, whether itõs simple interest in how 

others get the job done, or willingness to help out beyond 

oneõs neighbourhood.  Groups are attending each otherõs litter 

picks.  Green Dog Walkers are taking their show on the road, 

no matter where the road leads, running pledge booths in     

Glasgow and taking calls from the Highlands, England, Wales.  

Look at the widespread local geography of the management 

group of Friends of Plean Country Park (page 17); the coming  

together of 16 communities under the Communities Along the 

Carron Assõn wing; a collaboration between HELIX & CATCA 

to host an international speaker ñ in fact, the speaker him-

self (Denys Candy, see pp 6 & 13) brings his òno boundariesó 

wisdom to share, from regeneration projects heõs led in     

Ireland, USA and UK. And now I get calls from people in   

Stirling wanting copies of New Leaf News on their turf, with 

very welcome articles theyõd like included (see pg 5)...or     

generously responding to NLNõs cry for skyward news (see pg 

18).  Our cross pollination is not limited just to the Falkirk 

area.  Itõs not just the bees who are busy!  

Sharing is the key:  At a recent 3rd sector event, we all     

exchanged vouchers for services, skills, equipment loan,    

donated hours so that the various groups would come away 

with a gift at the end of the day, with a way to keep the   

networking working and share resources during the credit 

crunch. 

Increasingly, eco volunteers understand that even the smallest 

environmental abuse has impact on the whole planet, not just 

oneõs own spot of green.  By joining hands, we can begin to 

repair the damage. 

Maybe when things feel like they may be falling apart, thatõs 

when we have the opportunity to exercise our better human 

instinct to pull together.   - Michelle McCallum, Editor      

HAVE WE TOLD YOU LATELY 

THAT WE LOVE YOU?                     

NEW LEAF NEWS continues to receive phone 

calls from new readers offering to distribute 25 

copies in their area. We are now even      

available in Stirling!  Folks take them to put in 

doors in their flat building or their  favourite 

café, shop, surgery, or their monthly group 

meeting, etc.  THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR                                           

DISTRIBUTOR VOLUNTEERS!  

Editorõs Pick: The video is worth watching, 

then share your own story...check out     

òWhatõs Your Pip Story?ó 

Dear Friends, 

I'm collecting stories about people's reactions to ecological debt. The  

stories are for a paper I am writing for a conference at the  Science     

Museum in October, and I'm interested in hearing about how people felt 

when they first became aware of ecological debt, and how they have dealt 

with this difficult knowledge.  If you'd be willing to share a personal story 

with me, (it could be just a few lines), could you post it on the website 

which Alex kindly set up for me where there's also a short video explain-

ing the project. You'll find it at:  http://whatsyourpipstory.com/ 

I won't identify you in the paper, but I would like to quote from your  

experiences, where appropriate.  Hoping to read your story soon...and 

please forward to anyone else you think might be interested in            

contributing.  All the best,  Rosemary Randall  Cambridge Carbon Footprint 

City Life Social Enterprise Centre,  182-190 Newmarket Rd,  

Cambridge, CB5 8HE  01223 971353 

Above: Mandala òGoldLeafDalaó by ShaRi Brooks.                                       

Use approved.   http://womandalas.blogspot.com/ 

 


